CcITY OF

FINAL

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT







CI1TY OF TAFT
GENERAL PLAN
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

SCH # 2009021056

Prepared for:

CITY OF

TAFT

energized for the future

CITY OF TAFT
209 EAST KERN STREET
TAFT, CA 93268

Prepared by:

1590 DREW AVENUE, SUITE 120
DAVIS, CA 95618

MAY 2010






CITY OF

TABLE OF CONTENTS TAET

energized for the future

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Purpose of the EIR 1.0-1
1.2 Type of Document 1.0-6
1.3 Intended Uses of the EIR 1.0-7
1.4 Organization and Scope of the Final EIR 1.0-7

2.0 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR

2.1 Introduction 2.0-1
2.2 List of Commenters 2.0-1
2.3 Comments and Responses 2.0-2
3.0 ERRATA
3.1 Introduction 3.0-1
3.2 Changes and Edits to the Draft EIR 3.0-1
FIGURES
Figure 1.0-1 Planning Area 1.0-3
TABLES
Table 1.0-1 Original Planning Area Acreage Summary 1.0-5
Table 1.0-2 Land Uses within Original Planning Area (acres) 1.0-5
Table 1.0-3 Reduced Planning Area Acreage Summary 1.0-6
APPENDICES
Appendix A General Plan Responses to Comments Matrix

CITY OF TAFT GENERAL PLAN MAY 2010

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT I






1.0
Introduction







CITY OF

1.0 INTRODUCTION TAET

energized for the future

This Final Environmental Impact Report (“Final EIR”; “FEIR”) was prepared in accordance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines (Section
15132). The City of Taft (City) is the lead agency for the environmental review of the City of
Taft General Plan Update (“project”, “proposed project”, “General Plan Update”, “GPU”)
project and has the principal responsibility for approving the project. This FEIR assesses the ex-
pected environmental impacts resulting from project approval and associated impacts from sub-
sequent implementation of the project, and responds to comments received on the Draft Envi-

ronmental Impact Report (“DEIR”).
1.1  BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE EIR
OVERVIEW OF CEQA REQUIREMENTS FOR PREPARATION OF AN EIR

The City, acting as the lead agency, has prepared this EIR to provide the public and responsible
and trustee agencies with information about the potential environmental effects of the proposed
project. As set forth in the provisions of CEQA and implementing guidelines, public agencies are
charged with the duty to consider the environmental impacts of proposed development and to
minimize these impacts where feasible, while carrying out an obligation to balance a variety of
public objectives, including economic, environmental, and social factors.

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15121(a) states that an EIR is an informational document for
decision-makers and the general public that analyzes the significant environmental effects of a
project, identifies possible ways to minimize significant effects, and describes reasonable alterna-
tives to the project that could reduce or avoid its adverse environmental impacts. Public agencies
with discretionary authority are required to consider the information in the EIR, along with any
other relevant information, in making decisions on the project.

CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR prior to approving any project, which may have a sig-
nificant effect on the environment. For the purposes of CEQA, the term "project” refers to the
whole of an action, which has the potential for resulting in a direct physical change or a reasona-
bly foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment (CEQA Guidelines Section
15378Ja]). With respect to the proposed General Plan Update, the City has determined that the
proposed plan is a "project” within the definition of CEQA.

BACKGROUND OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS OF THE PROJECT

The following is an overview of the environmental review process for the City of Taft GPU
project that has led to the preparation of this FEIR:

Notice of Preparation and Initial Study

In accordance with Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City prepared a Notice of
Preparation (NOP) of this EIR on February 13, 2009. The City was identified as the lead agency
for the proposed project. The NOP was sent to all applicable responsible and trustee agencies
and the Office of Planning and Research’s State Clearinghouse (SCH, Number 2009021056).
The NOP and full text of responses to the NOP were presented in Appendix 1.0 of the DEIR.
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DEIR

The DEIR was released for public and agency review from July 28, 2009 to September 10, 2009.
The DEIR contains a description of the project, description of the environmental setting, identi-
fication of project impacts, and mitigation measures for impacts found to be significant, as well
as an analysis of project alternatives, identification of significant irreversible environmental
changes, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts. The DEIR was provided to interest-
ed public agencies and the public and was made available for review at the City of Taft City Hall.
A Notice of Completion (NOC), along with the required 15 copies of the DEIR, was submitted
to the SCH on July 28, 2009.

In accordance with the provisions of State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the City of Taft
(City) as the Lead Agency for the update to the City of Taft General Plan (General Plan) Draft
Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR; DEIR), evaluated a range of alternatives in the Draft
EIR (City of Taft, July 2009). These included three alternatives, in addition to the No Project
alternative. The environmental effects of each of these alternatives were identified and compared
with the significant environmental impacts resulting from the proposed project that had been
identified in the environmental issue areas under Section 4.0 of the DEIR. Based on the envi-
ronmental benefits and detriments of each alternative, and from comments received pursuant to
the public review of the General Plan and DEIR, the City has refined Alternative 2 which shows
a smaller General Plan Update Planning Area (Planning Area; project area). This alternative re-
duces the size of the Expansion Area (area outside the City limits) by 99,222 acres. As shown in
Figure 1.0-1, is now being termed the Reduced Planning Area (RPA) for the City of Taft Gener-
al Plan Update. Since the RPA is consistent with the alternatives already analyzed under the
DEIR, environmental impacts from the RPA have been evaluated and do not require separate
environmental analysis. Also, since the Reduced Planning Area alternative as currently proposed
reduces the Planning Area beyond that which is identified under any of the alternatives analyzed
in the DEIR, the RPA would have less adverse impact to the environment than the original
project area or any of its proposed alternatives.

The originally proposed project area or the General Plan Planning Area for the City of Taft
General Plan Update included the incorporated City and land outside the City limits (Expansion
Area), as shown in Figure 3.0-2 of the DEIR. This Planning Area covered roughly 157,570 acres
of land, or about 246.2 square miles. This included approximately 9,622 acres of land within the
existing City limits and 147,948 acres of land within the Expansion Area (147,948 + 9,622 =
157,570). Table 1.0-1 below provides the acreage of each portion of the originally proposed
Planning Area (Original Planning Area). Table 1.0-2 provides, by acreage, the land uses within
each portion of the Original Planning Area. Buildout of the existing General Plan would have
resulted in approximately 16,337 housing units, a population of 44,125, and a total of 30,406 jobs
within the Original Planning Area.

MAY 2010 CITY OF TAFT GENERAL PLAN
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FIGURE 1.0-1 PLANNING AREA
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Figure 1.0-1 Planning Area Page 2
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TABLE 1.0-1
ORIGINAL PLANNING AREA ACREAGE SUMMARY
Area Acres Square Miles PerceITtage i
ning Area

Incorporated City Limits 9,622 15.0 6.1
Expansion Area 147,948 231.2 93.9
Planning Area 157,570 246.2 100

TABLE 1.0-2

LAND USES WITHIN ORIGINAL PLANNING AREA (ACRES)

Land Use City Limits Expansion Area Plan(rtl(i)rtlagl)Ar ca ;Zi;f:;izi

Agriculture 562.3 88,796.7 89,359.0 56.7
Residential 400.1 870.5 1,270.6 0.8
Mixed Use 3.8 326.1 329.9 0.2
Commercial 84.2 151.1 235.3 0.2
Industrial (Including Oil Produc- 5,072.3 11,978.4 17,050.7 10.8
tion)

Public/Institutional 2,182.0 20,047.3 22,2293 14.1
Vacant/Undeveloped 655.3 20,461.8 21,1171 13.4
Other/Unknown 164.1 1,210.4 1,374.5 0.9
Public Right-of-Way 497.9 4,105.7 4,603.6 2.9
Totals 9,622 147,948 157,570 100

Source: Kern County, 2009

The RPA avoids Farmland Security Zone lands, Habitat Conservation lands located to the
northeast of the City, and water district lands with the exception of West Kern Water District
and Maricopa-Wheeler Ridge Water District. In addition, the northeast boundary of the Reduced
Planning Area has been modified to reflect school district boundaries (Figure 1.0-1). As the ma-
jority of the land removed from the Original Planning Area consisted of land designated for
Agricultural and Natural Resource land uses, the development assumptions contained in the
DEIR do not change significantly.

Under the RPA, the Planning Area would encompass 58,336 acres (9,622 acres within the city
limits + 48,714 acres within the Expansion Area). Table 1.0-3 provides the acreage of each por-
tion of the RPA. Buildout of RPA would still result in approximately 16,337 housing units, a
population of 44,125, and a total of 30,406 jobs.
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TABLE 1.0-3
REDUCED PLANNING AREA ACREAGE SUMMARY
Area Acres Square Miles ;:;fﬁ?;;igi
Incorporated City Limits 9,622 15.0 16.5
Expansion Area 48,714 76.1 83.5
Planning Area 58,336 91.1 100

Final EIR

Following the close of the public review period, the City received 25 comment letters from agen-
cies, interest groups, and the public regarding the DEIR. A summary of these written comments
are included in Section 2.0 (Comments and Responses to Comments on the DEIR) of this FEIR.
Section 2.0 also contains written responses to the comments received as required by State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15088, including textual revisions as necessary to address the comments. Other
minor edits to the DEIR are included in Section 3.0 (Errata) of this FEIR.

Edits to the impacts and mitigation measures identified in the DEIR as a result of responding to
comments on the DEIR, as well as staff-initiated edits, are shown in strtkeeut (for deleted text)
and underline (for added text) in Sections 2.0, and 3.0 of this FEIR. This document and the
DEIR, as amended herein, constitute the FEIR.

Certification of the Final EIR/Project Consideration

The City will review and consider the FEIR. If the City finds that the FEIR is "adequate and
complete", the City may certify the FEIR. The rule of adequacy generally holds that the EIR can
be certified if: 1) it shows a good faith effort at full disclosure of environmental information; and
2) provides sufficient analysis to allow decisions to be made regarding the project in contempla-
tion of its environmental consequences.

Upon review and consideration of the FEIR, the City may take action to approve, revise, or re-
ject the proposed City of Taft GPU. A decision to approve the project would be accompanied by
written findings in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15091 and Section 15093.
Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 also requires lead agencies to adopt a mitigation moni-
toring and reporting program describing measures to be adopted or made a condition of project
approval in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment.

1.2 TYPE OF DOCUMENT

The State CEQA Guidelines identify several types of EIRs, each applicable to different project
circumstances. As discussed further below, a Program FIR (State CEQA Guidelines Section
15168) is appropriate for land use decision-making at a broad level that contemplates further
project-level review of subsequent individual development proposals. Project EIRs are appropri-
ate for specific proposed projects that will not require additional site-specific environmental re-
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view (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15161). Thus, this document has been prepared as a Pro-
gram EIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15168.

1.3 INTENDED USES OF THE EIR

This EIR is intended to evaluate the environmental impacts of the project to the greatest extent
possible. This EIR should be used as the primary environmental document to evaluate all subse-
quent planning and permitting actions associated with projects in the City. Subsequent actions
that may be associated with the proposed General Plan are identified in Section 3.0 (Project De-
scription) of the DEIR.

1.4  ORGANIZATION AND SCOPE OF THE FINAL EIR

This document is organized in the following manner:

SECTION 1.0—INTRODUCTION

Section 1.0 provides an overview of the EIR process to date and the required contents for the FEIR.
SECTION 2.0—COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DEIR

Section 2.0 provides a list of commentors, copies of written comments (coded for reference) and
the responses to those written comments made on the DEIR.

SECTION 3.0—ERRATA

Section 3.0 consists of the DEIR (Volume 1) as revised by this FEIR. The revisions to the DEIR
are a result of responses to comments, as well as minor staff edits that do not change the intent
or content of the environmental analysis or mitigation measures.

APPENDICES

This section includes the General Plan Responses to Comments Matrix.
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