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Action 
Number 

Action Item 
Responsible 
Department

Priority 

Land Use Policies: Industrial 

Action LU-35a Provide incentives, such as flexible zoning, for industrial infill 
projects.  CD A 

Action LU-36a Amend the industrial zone district to allow business park 
developments in a park-like setting.   CD A 

Action LU-40a Develop standards for outside industrial storage facilities. CD A 

Land Use Policies: Mixed Use and Downtown 

Action LU-42a Develop a Downtown Master Plan, including development 
standards.  CD A 

Action LU-46a 

Assist in the retention and expansion of existing businesses 
which conform to the goal and policies of this element by 
providing and coordinating available financial and non-financial 
resources. Examples include financing and loan programs, 
cooperation with lenders, providing capital loans, technical 
assistance, and business counseling. 

CD A 

Action LU-50a Develop methods for financing improvements and beautification CD A/ongoing

Action LU-50b Encourage customer-oriented merchandising and operations 
policies.  TCDA ongoing 

Action LU-50c 
Develop methods for maintaining improvements in the 
Downtown, such as landscaping, street furniture, parking lots, 
and lighting.  

TCDA A/ongoing

Action LU-50d Use enforcement powers to cause properties to be brought up to 
code.   PW ongoing 

Action LU-51a Encourage public agencies to locate, and remain, in the 
Downtown, including state, federal, and local agencies.  CD ongoing 

Action LU-51b Encourage public agencies currently located in the Downtown to 
maintain and/or expand their operations.  CD ongoing 

Action LU-54a Continue to work with building owners in the renovation of their 
building facades.   CD ongoing 

Action LU-54b 
Continue to identify, design, and construct Downtown 
streetscape improvements to make the Downtown a more 
desirable place to visit and shop.  

TCDA ongoing 

Action LU-55a Coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce and other 
organizations to promote activities in the Downtown.  CD ongoing 

Action LU- 55b Develop a signage and wayfinding program for the Downtown.  CD A 

Action LU-58a Encourage the adaptive reuse, protection, and/or enhancement 
of historical buildings.  CD ongoing 

Action LU-59a 
Develop a parking strategy plan and Parking Master Plan for the 
Downtown that will encourage people to park once and walk to 
their destinations. 

CD A 
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Land Use Policies: Neighborhood Revitalization 

Action LU-61a Provide incentives, such as flexible zoning regulations, for infill 
projects.   CD A 

Action LU-62a Replace substandard housing with new, low- to moderate-income 
housing.  TCDA A 

Action LU-62b Contract with a qualified nonprofit housing entity as appropriate 
to rehabilitate homes that have deteriorated. TCDA B 

Action LU-62c 
Continue to actively enforce the State Housing Code, which 
provides a mechanism for abating or rehabilitating unsafe, 
dilapidated residential structures. 

CD ongoing 

Action LU-62d 
Provide an annual report to the Planning Commission and City 
Council regarding progress on rehabilitating or removing unsafe 
residential structures.  

PW ongoing 

Action LU-62e Maintain a map that identifies the location of unsafe residential 
dwellings.  B ongoing 

Action LU-62f 
Identify and use state or federal funds to promote infill 
residential development while concurrently facilitating the 
removal of unsafe residential structures.  

CD ongoing 

Action LU-62g 
Work with the Kern County Housing Authority to develop a 
residential infill program to replace dilapidated housing with new 
housing, using state or federal funds.  

CD ongoing 

Action LU-63a Establish a program of repairing or replacing broken curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks.    PW B 

Action LU-63b Replant vacant parkways with street trees.  PW ongoing 

Action LU-63c Improve alleys with pavement.  PW C 

Action LU-63d Install landscaped medians where collector or arterial streets have 
the necessary right-of-way width.  PW C 

Action LU-67a Seek state and federal grant funds that can assist in the 
elimination of blight in residential neighborhoods.  CD ongoing 

Action LU-67b 

Use tax increment funds and low to moderate housing income 
funds to eliminate conditions of blight in residential 
neighborhoods, including use of funds for additional housing 
and improvements that benefit housing.  

TCDA ongoing 

Action LU-67c Identify and implement other local programs and activities that 
encourage investment in the existing housing stock. CD B/ongoing

Land Use Policies: Community Image and Design 

Action LU-70a 

Require new sensitive receptors proposed in or adjacent to areas 
designated for commercial and/or industrial land uses to be 
provided a disclosure statement notifying them of existing and 
potential odor-producing uses.   

CD ongoing 
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Action LU-72a 
Develop a signage and wayfinding program for the Planning 
Area that coordinates with the wayfinding program to be 
developed for Downtown.   

CD C 

Action LU-75a Develop and implement an Urban Tree Canopy Master Plan.  PW A 

Action LU-75b Attain status as a Tree City USA.   PW B 

Action LU-75c Identify and apply for urban forestry grants to pay for the 
planting of trees.   PW ongoing 

Action LU-76a Update street standards to include landscaping along all 
roadways.   PW A 

Action LU-76b 
Establish a street beautification and enhancement fee that pays 
for the construction, landscaping, and maintenance of street 
medians.   

PW B 

Action LU-78a Develop landscaping and tree shading standards for parking 
facilities, including maintenance requirements. CD A 

Action LU-82a 

Work with the Chamber of Commerce and other organizations 
to promote various new activities in the Downtown such as a 
farmers market and an arts and crafts fair to augment current 
activities. 

CD ongoing 

Action LU-82b 
Continue the Arbor Day program to plant trees in locations such 
as parks, street medians, trails, creeks, and along all state 
highways. 

PW ongoing 

Action LU-83a 
Actively enforce existing zoning and building regulations that 
preclude or eliminate uses of land or buildings that present 
conflicts for adjacent properties. 

CD ongoing 

Action LU-84a Update street standards to include a parkway standard.  PW A 

Action LU-85a Develop a gateway beautification plan to include landscaping and 
signage. CD A 

Land Use Policies: Public Engagement 

Action LU-87a Use citizen advisory committees that report to the City Council 
on various topics, as needed.  CD ongoing 

Action LU-88a Have the Community Development Director set a date and 
formulate an agenda for these joint meetings. CD ongoing 

Action LU-89a 

Have the Community Development Director coordinate with 
Taft City School District, Taft Union High School, and Taft 
College to set a date for a joint meeting between the two 
agencies.  

CD ongoing 

Land Use Policies: Sphere of Influence and Annexations 

Action LU-90a Form a citizen task force to explore the feasibility of annexing 
Taft Heights, South Taft, and Ford City. CD A 
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Department 
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CIRCULATION ELEMENT (CHAPTER 4.0) 

Circulation Policies: General 

Action CI-2a 

Work with transportation agencies to create a template for a 
Transportation Demand Management program that can be used 
by businesses or modified to meet the needs of the businesses. 
The template could include a variety of methods to minimize 
trips and incentives for participation. 

PW B 

Action CI-2b 
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require secure bicycle racks or 
storage facilities at a ratio of 1 per every 10 vehicle spaces in new 
commercial and public buildings. 

CD A 

Action CI-5a Amend the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit truck and tractor-
trailer parking in specific districts. CD B 

Circulation Policies: Roadways 

Action CI-13a 
Require irrevocable offers of dedication and development of 
right-of-way for roadway improvements when development of 
property occurs.  

PW ongoing 

Action CI-14a Install raised medians as necessary to restrict turning movements 
and maintain an acceptable Level of Service. PW ongoing 

Action CI-14b Minimize the number of driveways serving commercial or 
industrial development.   PW ongoing 

Action CI-14c Prohibit individual residential driveways from directly accessing 
arterial and collector streets. PW ongoing 

Action CI-14d Limit direct access to arterial highways wherever possible.  PW ongoing 

Action CI-15a Designate truck routes.  CD B 

Circulation Policies: Transit/Bikeways/Pedestrian 

Action CI-19a Provide for transit service in the design of the arterial and 
collector street system. PW ongoing 

Action CI-19b 
Coordinate with Kern Regional Transit to require appropriately 
designed bus stops along arterials and collectors and in other 
locations as appropriate.  

CD B 

Action CI-19c Provide for transit service in the site plan review process. CD ongoing 

Action CI-19d Coordinate with Kern Regional Transit to locate bus stops as 
close as possible to the facilities they serve. CD B 

Action CI-19e Work with Kern Regional Transit to provide scheduled transit 
services.  CD B 

Action CI-19f Work with Taft Area Transit to provide social services 
transportation. CD A 

Action CI-19g Pursue local, state, and federal funding for transit services.  PW ongoing 

Action CI-20a Encourage marketing efforts to reach all of Taft's citizens. CD ongoing 
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Action CI-20b Encourage ridership of Taft Area Transit among disabled 
persons through disabled and senior citizen fare discounts. CD A 

Action CI-21a Pursue local, state, and federal funding for transit services.  PW ongoing 

Action CI-22a Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all new development 
to provide for pedestrian and bicycle connections and facilities. CD A 

Action CI-22b 
Encourage new development to provide weatherproof bicycle 
parking and storage facilities and ensure long-term maintenance 
of such facilities.  

CD B 

Action CI-24a 
Support implementation of flexible or staggered work hours and 
work from home programs so that travel demand is spread more 
evenly throughout the day.  

CD B 

Action CI-24b 
Support efforts to promote ridesharing and other programs to 
reduce vehicle travel and encourage walking, bicycling, and 
telecommuting.  

CD ongoing 

Action CI-25a 
Develop a Bikeway Master Plan that coordinates with the 
regional bikeway system and is in accordance with State Bikeway 
Design Criteria.  

CD A 

Action CI-25b Periodically review and update street standards to accommodate 
bicycle lanes where indicated on the Bikeway Master Plan. PW ongoing 

Action CI-25c 
Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all new development 
to provide for safe bicycle connections and facilities, including 
bicycle parking. 

CD A 

Action CI-25d Design bicycle paths so that interaction with vehicular traffic is 
minimized.  CD A 

Action CI-25e Establish effective programs for financing the construction and 
maintenance of bicycle paths.  CD A 

Action CI-25f Provide an information/education program to encourage use of 
the regional bicycle system and to promote safe riding.  CD B 

Action CI-26a Pursue local, state, and federal grants and other funding sources 
for development of bicycle and pedestrian paths. CD ongoing 

Action CI-30a Update street standards to include an urban sidewalk pattern 
above the minimum established Improvement Standards.   PW A 

Action CI-35a Develop a signage and wayfinding program for the Downtown.  CD A 

Action CI-36a Designate the existing and planned locations of pedestrian-
sensitive areas.  CD A 

OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT (CHAPTER 5.0) 

Open Space Policies: Open Space, Parks and Recreation 

Action OS-2a 

In cooperation with the West Side Park and Recreation District, 
develop a Park and Recreation Master Plan, outlining future 
parkland and facility needs, goals, policies, classifications, and 
standards. 

CD A 
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Action OS-2b Develop and implement a Park Impact and Parkland Dedication 
Ordinance consistent with the Quimby Act.  CD A 

Action OS-2c 
Collaborate with the County of Kern and the West Side Park and 
Recreation District to acquire, develop, and program additional 
regional park facilities.  

CD ongoing 

Action OS-4a Prioritize expansion of Rails to Trails as shown on Figure 4.0-2 
(Bikeways and Pedestrian Trails Map). CD A 

Action OS-5a Coordinate with the Taft City School District and West Side Park 
and Recreation District.  CD ongoing 

Action OS-5b Utilize agreements to share facilities with the Taft City School 
District and West Side Park and Recreation District.  CD ongoing 

Action OS-9a 
Form a public/private partnership program to obtain grants or 
loans through nonprofit fundraising to “adopt a park” or “adopt 
a trail.”  

CD B 

Action OS-11a Involve the community in the planning and design process for all 
new parks, trails, and recreational facilities. CD ongoing 

Action OS-11b Incorporate, as appropriate, in the design of parks and recreation 
facilities elements that reflect Taft’s character and heritage. CD ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Agricultural Land Preservation 

Action C-3a 

Require applicants of private and public development projects 
that are proposing conversion of agricultural lands classified as 
Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Local Importance under the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program to provide a 1:1 acreage 
replacement ratio.  

CD A 

Action C-4a 
Adopt ordinances necessary to allow the continuation of 
Williamson Act and Farmland Security Zone contracts and land 
conservation programs after annexation.  

CD A 

Action C-5a Adopt a buffer zone policy to designate specific setbacks on 
developing land from existing agricultural land. CD A 

Conservation Policies: Sustainable Agricultural Practices 

Action C-12a Partner with private and nonprofit partners to manage a “Buy 
Local” program for local agricultural projects. CD ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Natural Resource Conservation 

Action C-13a 

Work with Kern County to participate in the Kern County Valley 
Floor Habitat Conservation Plan, Tulare Basin Riparian and 
Wildlife Corridor Conservation Plan and other conservation 
efforts. 

CD A 

Action C-13b Work with other organizations and agencies to create Habitat 
Conservation Areas to benefit development in the City.  CD A 
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Action C-14a 

Prepare an Open Space Master Plan which identifies and 
prioritizes high priority preservation areas and provides 
minimum open space standards. Include areas such as those that 
support key features of the local or regional ecosystem, provide 
habitat for special-status species, or provide buffers for 
agricultural zones.  

CD A 

Action  C-14b 
Work to assure that the Kern County Valley Floor Habitat 
Conservation Plan and the Tulare Basin Riparian and Wildlife 
Corridor Plan protect the interests of the City. 

CD A 

Action C-14c 
Support the restoration and enhancement of historical native 
plant communities within park and open space areas in support 
of native wildlife habitat. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-14d 

Provide adequate buffers from the banks of creeks and rivers, 
where possible, in consultation with the City and appropriate 
agencies, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), and U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-14e 

Require applicants of private and public development projects on 
sites with wetlands to prepare an evaluation pursuant to CEQA 
and to demonstrate compliance with state and federal 
regulations.  The evaluation should map wetlands and waters of 
the United States in delineations approved by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and make recommendations for avoidance. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-14f 

Require applicants of private and public development projects 
that are proposing the conversion of wetlands to provide feasible 
mitigation on-site for land where complete avoidance of wetlands 
is not possible.  Require appropriately times resource inventories 
designed to assess the presence of wetlands.  Off-site wetland 
mitigation may occur and shall be coordinated with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the California Department of Fish 
and Game (CDFG), and the Army Corps of Engineers, as 
appropriate. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-15a 

Require applicants of private and public development projects on 
previously undeveloped lands to prepare a biological baseline 
report, evaluation, or survey to consider the potential for 
significant impacts on special-status plant and animal species.   

CD ongoing 

Action C-15b 

Explore the feasibility of various mitigation measures in 
consultation with the City and appropriate governmental 
agencies, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), for impacts 
to special-status species and habitat including conservation of 
similar quality and quantity of replacement habitat, enhancement 
of existing habitat areas, or paying in-kind funds to an approved 
wildlife habitat improvement and acquisition fund. Replacement 
habitat may occur either on-site or at approved off-site locations. 

CD A 
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Action C-17b 
Develop a list of appropriate plant species that may be used in 
the installation of landscaping for all development projects to 
encourage the use of native plant species. 

CD A 

Action C-19a 
Work with affected state and federal agencies to establish 
consistent policies for environmental protection activities related 
to oil and natural gas production and oilfield waste disposal.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-19b 
Try to assure that the oil and natural gas industry does not bear a 
burden of environmental regulation in excess of its contribution 
to the problems.  

CD ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Water Supply and Quality 

Action C-20a 
Collaborate with local, regional, and state water suppliers and 
water resource managers to comprehensively plan for ensuring a 
sustainable water supply.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-20b 
Participate in the development of the Kern County Integrated 
Regional Water Management Program and other planning 
efforts. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-20c 
Coordinate water resource management planning with other 
conservation planning efforts, such as open space planning and 
agricultural land preservation programs.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-21a 
Work with the West Kern Water District and other water 
providers to create a master plan for a “purple-pipe” system and 
other mechanisms to promote water conservation. 

PW A 

Action C-21b 
Seek funding to develop a water conservation program to collect 
baseline data and provide education and outreach and strategic 
direction for water conservation efforts.  

CD A 

Action C-21c 
Establish a program to achieve a 20 percent reduction in per-
capita water use by 2020 or such other reduction goal as may be 
set by the State.  

CD A 

Action C-21d 

Identify and implement programs for the reuse of treated 
wastewater, particularly in landscaping, irrigation, and public 
facilities. Coordinate with wastewater system operators, as 
appropriate.    

PW ongoing 

Action C-21e Encourage xeriscape landscaping in municipal facilities, public 
roadway landscape, and new development projects. CD ongoing 

Action C-21f 

Require development to install infrastructure to transport existing 
or future supplies of reclaimed water (“purple pipe”) or pay an 
in-lieu fee equal to the cost of installation, to be used toward the 
implementation of a purple pipe master plan. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-21g Develop a plan to utilize a “purple pipe” system that allows 
reclaimed water to be used to irrigate City-owned properties.  PW A 

Action C-21h 
Develop a plan to utilize a “purple pipe” system that allows 
reclaimed water to be used to irrigate landscaping on private 
properties. 

PW B 
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Action C-22a Amend the Taft Municipal Code to establish LID development 
standards. CD A 

Action C-23a Research opportunities to combine groundwater recharge with 
habitat protection and recreational land uses. PW B 

Conservation Policies: Air Quality 

Action C-26a Develop trip reduction programs for City employees.  CD A 

Action C-26b Replace or convert conventional fuel fleet cars with low-emission 
or alternative fuel vehicles.  PW ongoing 

Action C-26c Coordinate with waste haulers under contract to the City to use 
alternative fuels for waste collection vehicles. PW ongoing 

Action C-26d 
Encourage the use of clean fuels and the development of 
Citywide fueling stations that distribute clean fuels such as 
biodiesel, ethanol, compressed natural gas, and propane.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-28a 
Coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District and neighboring jurisdictions and appropriate agencies to 
address cross-jurisdictional air quality issues.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-28b 

Consider the adoption of an ordinance to discourage the idling of 
heavy-duty vehicles, particularly those that use diesel fuel, 
especially upwind of nearby schools, hospitals, senior care 
facilities, and areas prone to concentrations of people.  

CD B 

Action C-28c 

Coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District to reduce particulate emissions from construction, 
grading, excavation, and demolition to the maximum extent 
feasible.  

CD B 

Conservation Policies: Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas 

Action C-35a 

Coordinate with the Kern Council of Governments and local 
jurisdictions to develop a multi-modal transportation system 
which allows convenient and efficient use of transportation 
alternatives and provides multi-modal transfer sites that 
incorporate auto and bike parking, transit, and pedestrian and 
bicycle paths, as well as park and ride pickup points.    

CD A 

Action C-36a Amend the Zoning Ordinance to establish development 
standards for compact and mixed-use development. CD A 

Action C-37a 
Develop a Climate Action Plan by 2011 that lays out a strategy 
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions over time that are 
consistent with AB 32, SB 375, and other requirements.  

CD A 

Action C-37b 
Monitor effectiveness of implemented programs and adaptively 
manage emission reduction measures to achieve the goals of the 
Climate Action Plan. 

CD A 
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Action C-37c 

Collaborate and coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District, Kern Council of Governments, and 
other stakeholders to promote regional solutions to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in compliance with AB 32, SB 375, and 
other requirements. 

CD A 

Action C-38a 
Develop a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Baseline Report by 2010 
and update the inventory for every five-year period beginning 
with the baseline year. 

CD A 

Conservation Policies: Energy Conservation 

Action C-41a Establish a program to achieve 65 percent of electricity from 
alternative energy sources by 2015 and 90 percent by 2030. .  CD B 

Action C-42a 
Operate City-owned buildings and facilities in an energy-efficient 
manner without endangering public healthy and safety and 
without reducing public safety or service levels.  

PW ongoing 

Action C-42b Integrate appropriate renewable energy and clean generation 
technologies into existing and new City facilities. PW ongoing 

Action C-43a Develop and adopt energy conservation standards to augment 
the California Energy Code for new construction. B B 

Action C-43b Collaborate with energy providers to educate the community 
about energy-efficient programs and practices. CD ongoing 

Action C-44a Use energy-efficient models when replacing all municipal 
equipment. PW ongoing 

Action C-44b 

Seek sources of funding for implementing energy-efficient 
improvement and utilities infrastructure renewal projects, 
including federal and state budget appropriations, federal, state 
and private sector grant opportunities, utilities, and other unique 
public/private sector financing arrangements. 

PW ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Green Building 

Action C-48a 

Develop an implementation strategy for a mandatory Green 
Building Program that includes performance standards, 
guidelines, review criteria, incentives, and implementation 
schedules for private sector development with criteria tailored to 
project types, size, and location. 

CD A 

Action C-48b Identify and provide incentives to encourage projects that 
incorporate green building practices and site design. CD A/ongoing

Action C-48c Identify and provide incentives for Zero Net Energy Buildings. CD A/ongoing

Action C-48d 
Provide information, technical assistance, and training to 
promote Green Building to property owners, building, design, 
and planning professionals, school districts, and special districts. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-51a Provide expedited review of sustainable energy projects. CD ongoing 
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Action C-54a 
Coordinate with the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board and other organizations to develop programs to reduce, 
reuse, recycle. 

CD ongoing 

Action C-54b Educate the public about how to achieve zero waste. CD ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Cultural Resource Conservation, Restoration, and Enhancement 

Action C-55a Implement the 2007 Historic Preservation Plan, including 
establishment of a historic district.  CD B 

Action C-55b 
Develop and regularly update a comprehensive historic resources 
survey, in compliance with guidelines of the Office of Historic 
Preservation.  

CD B/ongoing

Action C-55c 
Seek funding sources or consider participation in programs to 
assist in the maintenance or restoration of historic preservation 
projects.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-57a 
Establish and promote programs that identify, maintain, and 
protect sites, or other features of the landscape possessing 
paleontological, historic or cultural significance.  

CD A/ongoing

Action C-57b 

Require an evaluation of any proposed demolition or 
modification to historic or architectural resources that are either 
listed in or determined eligible for inclusion in the National 
Registry Historical Places (NHRP), the California Registry of 
Historic Resources (CRHR), or the local historical registry, to 
determine whether the project proposal would result in an 
adverse impact on the historic resource.  If an adverse impact to 
the resource is identified, determine feasible measures to mitigate 
the impact, which may include modification of the design, reuse 
of the structure, or avoidance of the structure.  

CD ongoing 

Action C-57c 

Require all projects to be conditioned as follows: 

• The Planning Department shall be notified immediately if 
any prehistoric, archaeological, or fossil artifact or resource 
is uncovered during construction. 

• The Planning Department shall be notified immediately if 
any prehistoric, archaeological, or fossil artifact or resource 
is uncovered during construction. 

• All construction must stop if any human remains are 
uncovered, and the County Coroner must be notified 
according to Section 7050.5 of California’s Health and Safety 
Code.  If the remains are determined to be Native American, 
the procedures outlined in CEQA Section 15064.5 (d) and 
(e) shall be followed 

CD ongoing 

Conservation Policies: Visual Resources 

Action C-58a Balance resource protection and improvement of watercourses 
with amenities such as pedestrian trails and lighting. CD ongoing 
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Action C-59a Develop standards for hillside development to ensure safety and 
prevent slope instability. CD A 

ENERGY RESOURCES ELEMENT (CHAPTER 7.0) 

Energy Resources Policies: Leadership in Energy Production 

Action E-1a Develop a marketing program for the City of Taft promoting the 
community as the “Energy Capital of California.”  CD A 

Action E-1b Develop a strategic energy plan for the City of Taft. CD A 

Action E-2a 
Encourage discussion and mutual cooperation of various energy 
industries within the city and surrounding areas to establish 
mutual understanding of common needs and issues. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-2b 
Coordinate with Kern County and energy providers surrounding 
the City of Taft to establish a comment process on decisions 
related to energy development. 

CD A 

Action E-2c 

Actively monitor the actions of local, state, and federal agencies 
relating to energy development. Present the City’s position on 
such matters as needed to protect the interests of energy 
development and avoid unnecessary impediments to energy 
development.   

CD ongoing 

Action E-2d Work with agencies to define regulatory responsibility concerning 
energy-related issues and to eliminate duplicative regulations. CD ongoing 

Action E-3a Make available research documents related to energy 
development. CD ongoing 

Action E-3b Coordinate with energy providers to construct energy-related 
demonstration projects.  CD B 

Action E-3c 
Continue to monitor the development of state and federal energy 
regulations, grants, projects, and programs to assure the 
promotion of responsible energy development. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-3d Provide for expedited permitting and zoning approval for 
alternative energy demonstration projects.  CD ongoing 

Energy Resources Policies: Oil Production and Land Use Compatibility 

Action E-5a Amend, as necessary, the Taft Municipal Code to allow for 
refinery construction and expansion. CD ongoing 

Action E-7a Regularly update development and buffer standards for oil 
drilling islands to respond to new technologies. CD A/ongoing

Action E-7b 
During review of residential subdivisions and development plans, 
provide the opportunity for oil drilling islands to be established 
prior to planning approval. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-8a Continue to work cooperatively with DOGGR and BLM. CD ongoing 

Action E-8b Monitor City regulations pertaining to petroleum exploration and 
production, and update such regulations as necessary. CD ongoing 
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Action E-8c Establish and maintain specific City standards for assuring 
compatibility with urban and petroleum development. CD A/ongoing

Action E-8d Require buffering between construction of new structures and 
existing wells. CD ongoing 

Energy Resources Policies: Public Safety and Environmental Protection 

Action E-13a 

Upon cessation of drilling and/or producing operations in 
drilling islands, consider initiating zone changes for such drilling 
islands to zoning districts compatible with surrounding land uses, 
provided the owner/operator demonstrates proper abandonment 
and cleanup in accordance with BLM and  DOGGR regulations. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-13b 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require non-petroleum-
related projects proposed on abandoned oilfields to demonstrate 
that abandonment and cleanup have taken place in compliance 
with regulations administered by BLM and DOGGR.  

CD A 

Energy Resources Policies: Waste Management 

Action E-17a 

Coordinate with the state Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR) and federal Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) to maintain an inventory of on-site and off-site disposal 
facilities in order to identify the scope of oilfield waste disposal 
facilities.  

CD ongoing 

Action E-17b Address oilfield hazardous waste issues through the Kern County 
and Incorporated Cities Hazardous Waste Management Plan. PW ongoing 

Action E-17c Maintain provisions in the Taft Municipal Code to provide for 
oilfield waste disposal facilities. PW ongoing 

Energy Resources Policies: Alternative and Renewable Energy Development 

Action E-18a Amend the Taft Municipal Code to include alternative energy 
facilities in the appropriate zone districts. CD A 

Action E-20a Identify and remove disincentives to domestic and commercial 
solar energy development.  CD A 

Action E-20b 
Develop, and update as necessary, provisions in the Taft 
Municipal Code to provide adequate development standards for 
commercial solar energy development. 

CD A/ongoing

Action E-20c 
Coordinate with affected state and federal agencies and interest 
groups to establish consistent policies for solar energy 
development. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-22a Coordinate with the wind energy industry to maximize electrical 
potential. CD ongoing 

Action E-22b 
Monitor the activities of local, state, and federal agencies relating 
to wind energy projects, and present comment and testimony as 
necessary when the City’s interests are affected. 

CD ongoing 
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Action E-26a 
Monitor the activities of other local, state, and federal agencies 
relating to cogeneration projects, and present comment and 
testimony as necessary when the City’s interests are affected. 

CD ongoing 

Action E-27a Seek state and federal grants and programs which encourage the 
development of geothermal resources. CD ongoing 

Action E-28a Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for the exploration of 
geothermal resources. CD A 

Action E-28b 
At such time as high-temperature geothermal resources are 
discovered, amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for the use of 
geothermal facilities. 

CD B 

Energy Resources Policies: Energy Transport 

Action E-30a Encourage the undergrounding of utility distribution lines. CD ongoing 

Energy Resources Policies: Workforce Development 

Action E-36a 
Promote a continuing dialogue with petroleum industry 
representatives to monitor trends in technology and anticipate 
needed changes to development standards. 

CD ongoing 

NOISE ELEMENT (CHAPTER 8.0) 

Noise Policies: General 

Action N-1a 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to reflect the noise thresholds 
identified in Table 8.0-1 (Land Use Compatibility for new 
Development Near Transportation and Non-Transportation 
Noise Sources). 

CD A 

Action N-1b 
Require an acoustical analysis as part of the environmental review 
process when proposed development is likely to produce noise 
levels that exceed the City’s noise standards.  

CD ongoing 

Action N-1c Identify potential noise impacts during the acoustical analysis to 
be mitigated in the project design to the maximum extent. CD ongoing 

Action N-4a 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to establish standards for 
construction noise including the following: 

• Restrict noise-generating construction activities that would 
result in increased levels of annoyance to nearby noise-
sensitive land uses to between the hours of 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and between 6 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
weekends.   

• Require the use of temporary construction noise control 
measures including the use of temporary noise barriers, if 
necessary, as mitigation for noise generated during 
construction of public and/or private projects. 

CD A 

Noise Policies: Transportation-Related Noise 

Action N-5a Discourage residential and other noise-sensitive uses from being 
located near the airport.  CD ongoing 
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Action N-6a Designate truck routes. CD B 

Noise Policies: Non-Transportation-Related Noise 

Action N-8a 
Require the operation of loading docks, trash compactors, and 
other noise-producing uses that are adjacent to residential and 
other sensitive uses to be consistent with Table 8.0-1.  

CD ongoing 

Action N-9a 

Require new noise-sensitive uses proposed in or adjacent to areas 
designated for commercial and/or industrial land uses to be 
provided a disclosure statement notifying them of existing and 
potential noise-producing uses. 

CD ongoing 

Action N-10a Require design and construction standards that minimize noise 
conflicts between residents with shared walls or floors/ceilings. CD ongoing 

SAFETY ELEMENT (CHAPTER 9.0) 

Safety Policies: General 

Action S-1a Work cooperatively with other agencies to develop a Hazard 
Reduction Program. PW ongoing 

Action S-1b Maintain zero tolerance for gang activity. PD ongoing 

Action S-1c Ensure that all new development complies with Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) rules and regulations. CD ongoing 

Action S-2a 
Regularly update emergency operations plans, identifying 
leadership, representatives, coordination and action for 
responding to emergencies in a timely and efficient manner. 

PD ongoing 

Action S-2b Coordinate emergency operations plans with the Kern County 
Emergency Operations Plan. PD ongoing 

Action S-2c Train City staff to handle emergency situations. PD ongoing 

Action S-2d Budget for adequate staff and equipment. PD ongoing 

Action S-2e 
Participate in the Standardized Emergency Management System 
(SEMS) and the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
and comply with the State of California Emergency Services Act. 

PD ongoing 

Safety Policies: Flooding and Drainage 

Action S-3a Prepare and operate a flood management program with the 
support of Kern County. CD ongoing 

Action S-7a 

Assist in financing or otherwise implementing drainage 
improvements as needed and appropriate including the 
recommendations of the City of Taft Sandy Creek Hydrology 
Study (2005). 

CD ongoing 

Action S-7b 

As part of the review of development projects, assure that runoff 
control measures and potential access constraints are planned 
and provided for.  Where appropriate, require a site-specific 
geotechnical study to evaluate the site’s soils and potential for 
shallow and/or deep subsidence.   

CD ongoing 
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Action S-7c 
Coordinate with the Regional Water Quality Control Board and 
other appropriate agencies on best management practices 
available for incorporation into development projects. 

CD ongoing 

Action S-7d 

Develop and adopt a Grading and Erosion Control Ordinance 
with minimum standards of review and implementation and 
enforcement procedures for controlling erosion, sedimentation, 
and other pollutant runoff from new development projects. 

CD A 

Safety Policies: Accidental Release of Toxic or Hazardous Substances 

Action S-8a Continue to coordinate with the Kern County Health 
Department. KCFD ongoing 

Action S-8b Work with appropriate agencies to map and document known 
contaminated and remediated sites. KCFD A/ongoing

Action S-9a 
Regularly review the Taft Municipal Code to ensure that City 
regulations reflect the most up-to-date standards for the storage, 
handling, and use of hazardous and toxic materials. 

PD ongoing 

Action S-9b 
Require secondary containment and periodic examination for all 
storage of hazardous and toxic materials, consistent with the 
requirements of state or federal law. 

KCFD A 

Action S-9c 
As part of the review and approval of development plans and 
building permits, assure that secondary containment is provided 
for hazardous and toxic materials. 

CD ongoing 

Action S-10a 

Support continued enforcement of permitting requirements for 
radioactive materials and enforce public safety standards for the 
use of these materials, including the placarding of transport 
vehicles. 

PD ongoing 

Action S-11a 
As part of review and approval of development plans, require 
adequate buffering of sensitive uses from hazardous or potential 
hazardous areas. 

CD ongoing 

Safety Policies: Transport of Hazardous Materials 

Action S-12a 
Coordinate with the oil companies to prepare emergency and 
contingency plans for controlling and mitigating pipeline leakage 
within the Planning Area. 

KCFD ongoing 

Action S-12b 

Support Kern County in their efforts to manage the use, 
movement, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials in the 
County and the City when they update the Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan and the Integrated Waste Management Plan.  

PW ongoing 

Action S-12c 

Cooperate with the Kern County Fire Department to develop, 
review, and revise, as necessary, the Emergency Response Plan to 
provide consistent and proper procedures to address pipeline 
ruptures. 

PD ongoing 

Action S-12d 
Coordinate with state and federal agencies having responsibilities 
for regulating the transportation of hazardous materials review 
regulations and procedures to mitigate the public safety hazard. 

PD ongoing 
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Action S-12e 

As part of review and approval of development plans, consider 
the impact of proposed industrial development projects with 
respect to transport of hazardous materials. To the extent 
feasible, locate uses requiring substantial transport of hazardous 
materials so as to direct such traffic away from residential and 
commercial areas. 

CD ongoing 

Safety Policies: Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

Action S-14a Implement the California Building Code to ensure that structures 
meet all applicable seismic standards. B ongoing 

Action S-14b 

Require all new construction projects complete a geotechnical 
report, soils report, or other appropriate analysis to determine the 
soils characteristics and the effects of seismic ground shaking 
based on the soil properties at each project site and impose 
appropriate measures for geologically sensitive areas. 

CD ongoing 

Safety Policies: Police Protection 

Action S-19a 

During the review and approval of development plans, encourage 
projects to incorporate design techniques to maximize visibility, 
such as the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles. 

CD ongoing 

Safety Policies: Fire Protection 

Action S-20a 
Review new development for adequate water supply and 
pressure, fire hydrants, and access to structures by firefighting 
equipment and personnel. 

CD ongoing 

Action S-20b Review projects for compliance with the Fire Code as part of the 
building permit process. KCFD ongoing 

Action S-21a 
Promote high-visibility fire prevention programs, such as those 
which provide voluntary home inspections and awareness of 
home fire prevention measures. 

KCFD ongoing 

Action S-21b Continue to educate the public about fire safety at home and in 
the workplace. KCFD ongoing 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES ELEMENT (CHAPTER 10.0) 

Public Facilities and Services Policies: General 

Action PF-3a Require financial guarantees to assure infrastructure development 
to the City’s satisfaction. PW ongoing 

Action PF-3b 

Adopt master plans for the development of public facilities, 
including phasing of improvements in a logical manner that 
encourages the orderly development of roadways, water and 
sewer facilities, and other public facilities. 

PW A 
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Public Facilities and Services Policies: Infrastructure 

Action PF-7a 

Establish development impact fees that fairly represent the cost 
of obtaining public facility improvements that serve new 
development and that provide a bridge for public, tax-supported 
services to be provided until tax revenues are received. Review 
the fees periodically. 

CD A/ongoing

Action PF-7b 

Require the installation of improvements necessary to serve the 
demand created by development projects, and to be consistent 
with infrastructure master plan, rather than collect impact fees. 
The cost of oversizing improvements may be eligible for 
reimbursement over time, as allowed by the City. 

PW ongoing 

Action PF-9a 
Seek state and federal grants for the upgrading and expansion of 
the infrastructure systems in the City of Taft as opportunities 
arise and resources permit. 

PW ongoing 

Public Facilities and Services Policies: Water Service 

Action PF-10a 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for all 
development projects, excluding subdivisions: 

• That an assured water supply and delivery system be 
available at the time of project approval. The water agency 
providing service to the project may provide several 
alternative methods of supply and/or delivery, provided that 
each is capable individually of providing water to the project. 

• That all required water infrastructure for the project be 
assured through the use of financial guarantees to the City’s 
satisfaction prior to the issuance of any building permit. 

• That all required water infrastructure for a property be in 
place prior to the issuance for a Certificate of Occupancy for 
any structure or building on a site. 

• That water infrastructure be phased to coincide with the 
phased development of large-scale projects. 

PW A 

Action PF-10b 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for all 
subdivisions to the extent allowed by state law: 

• That proposed water supply and delivery systems be 
identified at the time of tentative map approval to the 
satisfaction of the City. The water agency providing service 
to the project may provide several alternative methods of 
supply and/or delivery, provided that each is capable 
individually of providing water to the project. 

• That the agency providing water service to the subdivision 
demonstrate prior to the approval of the Final Map by the 
City that sufficient capacity would be available to 
accommodate the subdivision plus existing development, 
other approved projects in the same service area, and other 
projects that have received commitments for water service. 

• That off-site and on-site water infrastructure sufficient to 

PW A 
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provide adequate water to the subdivision be in place prior 
to the approval of the Final Map, or their financing be 
assured to the satisfaction of the City, consistent with the 
requirements of the Subdivision Map Act. 

Public Facilities and Services Policies: Sewer Service 

Action PF-13a Identify additional funding sources to obtain the most favorable 
method of providing sewage/wastewater service. PW ongoing 

Action PF-15a 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for all 
development projects, excluding subdivisions: 

• That sewer/wastewater treatment capacity be available at the 
time of project approval. 

• That all required sewer/wastewater infrastructure for the 
project be assured through the use of financial guarantees to 
the City’s satisfaction prior to the issuance of any building 
permit.  

• That all required sewer/wastewater infrastructure for a 
property be in place prior to the issuance for a Certificate of 
Occupancy for any structure or building on a site. 

• That sewer/wastewater infrastructure be phased to coincide 
with the phased development of large-scale projects. 

PW A 

Action PF-15b 

Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for all 
subdivisions to the extent allowed by state law: 

• That sewage/wastewater treatment capacity be available at 
the time of tentative map approval. 

• That sufficient capacity be available to accommodate the 
subdivision plus existing development, other approved 
projects using the same conveyance lines, and projects which 
have received sewage treatment capacity commitment. 

• That on-site and off-site sewage conveyance systems 
required to serve the subdivision be in place prior to the 
approval of the Final Map or their financing be assured to 
the satisfaction of the City, consistent with the requirements 
of the Subdivision Map Act. 

• That sewage conveyance systems within the subdivision be 
in place and connected to the sewage disposal system prior 
to the issuance of any Certificates of Occupancy. Model 
homes may be exempted from this policy as determined 
appropriate by the City. 

PW A 

Public Facilities and Services Policies: Schools 

Action PF-19a 

Convene a focused design effort with Taft City School District, 
Taft Union High School, and Taft College to establish design 
guidelines for new schools in accordance with City design 
standards. 

CD A 
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Public Facilities and Services Policies: Multiple Use Facilities 

Action PF-24a Equip public facilities with modern audiovisual equipment and 
wired for modern telecommunications. PW B 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CHAPTER 11.0) 

Economic Development Policies: Diverse and Balanced Mix of Uses 

Action ED-2a 

Develop and regularly update an economic development strategy 
which, in part, identifies the existing economic base, identifies 
certain business sectors for special expansion and recruitment 
efforts, and maintains the desired jobs-to-housing balance. 

CD A/ongoing

Action ED-4a Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for ancillary uses in all 
commercial, office, and industrial zone districts. CD A 

Action ED-5a 

Prepare and maintain an inventory of vacant and underutilized 
land and buildings designated for commercial and industrial uses 
and identify opportunities for pre-development studies which 
could be done by the City or the private sector to facilitate 
development of key sites. 

CD A/ongoing

Action ED-7a Identify and pursue special programs, including financing 
incentives, for targeted businesses. CD A/ongoing

Action ED-7b Identify and mitigate obstacles to the formation and expansion of 
local businesses. CD A/ongoing

Economic Development Policies: Jobs and Housing Balance 

Action ED-8a Develop a strategy to improve the jobs and housing ratio to 1.5. CD A/ongoing

Action ED-11a 
Work with the various job training and educational agencies to 
develop and match the skill levels of the labor pool to the needs 
of the economy as a whole. 

CD ongoing 

Action ED-15a 
Work with the Taft City School District and the Taft Union High 
School to plan for future growth and assure that growth 
improves the quality of the local educational system. 

CD ongoing 

Action ED-15b Provide labor market information to local educational institutions 
and training agencies for adults and youths. CD ongoing 

Action ED-15c 

Work with local employers to identify their needs and assist in 
the communication of those needs to educational institutions to 
assure a better prepared workforce and a continual supply of 
skilled labor. 

CD ongoing 

Economic Development Policies: Business Retention and Expansion 

Action ED-17a 

Periodically review the General Plan to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply of land designated for economic development, 
with flexibility in the commercial and industrial land use 
designations to allow a wide range of targeted businesses without 
need for amendments to the General Plan. 

CD ongoing 
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Action ED-17b 
Streamline City administrative and regulatory processes wherever 
possible. Reduce inefficiencies, overlap, and time delays 
associated with these processes. 

CD A 

Action ED-17c Simplify the development review process for small-scale changes 
to previously approved site plans and buildings. CD A 

Action ED-18a Actively promote development which will generate new jobs and 
tax revenues to the City. CM ongoing 

Action ED-20a 

Require developers to consider the potential long-term land use 
and economic impacts that major new projects could have on the 
city and nearby areas by overbuilding or exceeding the market 
capacity for the types of uses proposed. 

CD ongoing 

Action ED-21a 
Expand redevelopment district boundaries to include properties 
from 2nd Street to North 10th Street along Main, Center, and 
North streets. 

TCDA A 

Action ED-21b 
Following annexation of Ford City, Taft Heights, and South Taft, 
expand the redevelopment district boundaries to include the 
newly annexed territories. 

TCDA A 

Action ED-21c Utilize the programs and powers available under redevelopment 
law to revitalize existing commercial areas. TCDA ongoing 

Action ED-21d Utilize all economic development tools available to benefit the 
well-being of the city. CD ongoing 

Action ED-22a Evaluate the feasibility of creating enterprise zones, incubator 
projects, or other appropriate programs. CM A 

Action ED-23a Create and implement an ongoing retention program. CD A/ongoing

Action ED-24a 

In the event of a change in the status of Taft-Kern County 
Airport or a site relocation, work to create joint use or 
commercial use of the airport to maximize shipping and air 
traffic capabilities. 

CD A 

Action ED-25a 
Work cooperatively with farmers, property owners, universities, 
colleges, and agricultural organizations and agencies to enhance 
the viability of agricultural activities and uses. 

CD ongoing 

Action ED-25b Help to sponsor a downtown farmers market and other related 
activities that promote local farming and agriculture. CD ongoing 

Economic Development Policies: Business Attraction 

Action ED-29a 

As part of the annual economic development plan, analyze the 
City's per capita sales by market category compared to statewide 
averages. Target those sectors where the City is interested in 
improving sales. 

CD ongoing 

Action ED-34a 

Periodically review the General Plan to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply of land designated for economic development, 
with flexibility in the commercial and industrial land use 
designations to allow a wide range of targeted businesses without 
need for amendments to the General Plan. 

CD ongoing 
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Action ED-35a Review and update the Zoning Ordinance as necessary to 
respond to changes in business operations and market trends. CD A/ongoing

Legend: 
City Departments: 
CD = Community Development Department  
PW = Public Works Department 
B = Building Department 
CM = City Manager’s Office 
TCDA = Taft Community Development Agency 
PD = Police Department 
CE = Code Enforcement 
Affiliated Public Entities: 
KCFD = Kern County Fire Department 
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This Glossary provides definitions of selected terms used in the City of Taft General Plan. These 
definitions are provided for the reader’s information and to assist in the interpretation of goals 
and policies in this General Plan. Where specific words are defined by policy in this Plan, the 
definition established by policy has precedence over the definitions below. 

The definitions shown in this Glossary shall not be interpreted as establishing policies, standards, 
thresholds, or guidelines. 

100-Year Flood Event – The level of flood water expected to be equaled or exceeded at least 
once in a 100-year period. 

Action – Activities undertaken to implement a specific policy or group of policies. Action items 
are included with specific policies to define how the policy will be achieved. 

Alternative Energy - Energy derived from replenishable sources such as sun, wind, rivers, tides, 
hot springs, geothermal, and biomass.  

Annexation – The incorporation of a land area into an existing community with a resulting 
change in the boundaries of that community. 

Arterial – Roadway that serves as the primary network for cross-town traffic flow. Arterials 
connect areas of major traffic generation within the urban areas and connect with important 
county roads and state highways. Arterials also provide for the distribution and collection of 
through traffic to and from collector and local streets serving residential, commercial, and 
industrial areas. 

Arterial Highway – Roadway that serves as a regional route to provide access from the 
surrounding communities. Arterial highways are intended to accommodate greater traffic 
volumes. 

Assessment District – A special financing district formed by a local government agency 
(county, city, water district, etc.) which includes property that will receive direct benefit from the 
construction of new public improvements or from the maintenance of existing public 
improvements. 

Basic Business – A business that serves employees of a community’s export market. The 
export market includes companies, firms, and individuals that sell goods and services outside the 
boundaries of that community. 

Bio Region – A region whose limits are naturally defined by topographic and biological features 
such as mountain ranges and ecosystems. 

Blighted – Term used to describe an area that exhibits substantial and prevalent adverse physical 
and economic conditions requiring redevelopment assistance.  

Buffer – A strip of land designated to protect one type of land use from another with which it is 
incompatible. Where a commercial district abuts a residential district, for example, additional use, 



 

13.0  GLOSSARY 
  

  

  
  

J U L Y  2 0 0 9  C I T Y  O F  T A F T
1 3 . 0 - 2  P U B L I C  R E V I E W  D R A F T  G E N E R A L  P L A N

 

yard, or height restrictions may be imposed to protect residential properties. The term may also 
be used to describe any zone that separates two unlike zones such as a multi-family housing zone 
between single-family housing and commercial uses. 

Business Park Development – A business park is an area of land in which many office 
buildings, buildings for light industry, and the like are grouped together providing an integrated 
infrastructure in one location. 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP) – A proposed timetable or schedule of all future capital 
improvements (government acquisition of real property, major construction project, or 
acquisition of long-lasting, expensive equipment) to be carried out during a specific period and 
listed in order of priority, together with cost estimates and the anticipated means of financing 
each project. Capital Improvement Programs are usually projected five or six years in advance 
and may be updated annually. 

Citizens Task Force – An appointed group of community members that provides guidance and 
advice to the decision-making body to ensure that community concerns and ideas are included in 
all public aspects of planning and design. The Citizens Task Force is expected to work as a 
consensus body, seeking as broad and complete agreement as is feasible on the issues it 
addresses. 

Clean Air Act – Federal legislation establishing national air quality standards. 

Cluster Development – Development in which a number of dwelling units are placed in closer 
proximity than usual, or are attached, to maintain density levels within a designated area with the 
purpose of retaining open space on-site. 

CNEL – See Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL). 

Cogeneration – A process in which waste energy is used to produce heat or electricity. 

Collector – Roadway that provides for traffic movement between arterial and local streets and 
provides for traffic movement within and between neighborhoods and major activity centers. 

Co-location – Placing related roles, activities or groups in a single room, building or campus or 
the practice of locating multiple similar businesses in the same facility. 

Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) – The equivalent energy (or energy average) 
sound level during a 24-hour day, obtained after addition of approximately five decibels to sound 
levels in the evening from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and ten decibels to sound levels in the night 
from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. The CNEL is generally computed for annual average conditions. 

Compact Development – Development generally occurring at 5 to 7 dwelling units per acre or 
more. Design features typical of compact development include an integrated pedestrian and bike 
network, streets that interconnect with previously existing streets, an intermingling of residential 
dwelling types, consisting of detached units, attached units, or multiple-family units, and 
commercial uses and the inclusion of parks or open space networks within developments. 
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Compatibility – The characteristics of different uses or activities that allow them to be located 
near each other in harmony and without conflict. Some elements affecting compatibility include 
intensity of occupancy as measured by dwelling units per acre, pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
generated, volume of goods handled, and such environmental effects as noise, vibration, glare, 
air pollution, or radiation.  

Complete Streets – The consistent design and operation of roadways with all users in mind - 
including bicyclists, public transportation vehicles and riders, and pedestrians of all ages and 
abilities.   

Conservation – The management of natural resources to prevent waste, destruction, or neglect. 

Day/Night Average Sound Level (Ldn) – The equivalent energy (or energy average) sound 
level during a 24-hour day, obtained after addition of ten decibels to sound levels in the night 
from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. The Ldn is generally computed for annual average conditions. 

Density – The number of families, individuals, dwelling units, or housing structures per unit of 
land; usually density is expressed “per acre.” Thus, the density of a development of 100 units 
occupying 20 acres is 5.0 units per acre. 

Design Guidelines – A document that provides direction, coordination, and/or vision for the 
overall development of a community or a portion of the community.  

Development – The division of a parcel of land into two or more parcels; the construction, 
reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation or enlargement of any structure; any 
mining, excavation, landfill, or land disturbance; or any use or extension of the use of land. 

Development Impact Fees – A fee or charge imposed on developers to pay for the costs to 
the community of providing services to a new development. 

Dwelling Unit – One or more rooms designed, occupied, or intended for occupancy as separate 
living quarters, with cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities provided within the unit for the 
exclusive use of a single household. 

Element – A division of the General Plan referring to a topic area for which goals, policies, and 
actions are defined (e.g., land use, housing, circulation). 

Entitlement – The right to develop land with government approvals for zoning density, utility 
installations, occupancy permits, and use permits. 

Environment – The sum of all external conditions and influences affecting the life, 
development and, ultimately, the survival of an organism. 

Farmland Security Zone Contracts – A minimum 20-year contract established under the 
Williamson Act for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land to agriculture or related 
open space uses. Contracts renew automatically every year unless a “notice of nonrenewal” is 
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filed. In return, the parcels under contract are assessed for property tax purposes at a percentage 
of the rate consistent with their actual use, rather than potential market value. 

Floodplain – A low land or relatively flat area adjoining inland or coastal waters that is subject 
to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. 

Gateway – Typically located at an entry point to a community or other important intersection or 
location. Gateways may include the construction of a “landmark” structure, landscaping, signage, 
and lighting. 

General Plan – A legal document that takes the form of a map and accompanying text adopted 
by the local legislative body. The plan is a compendium of policies regarding the long-term 
development of a jurisdiction. 

Geothermal – Of or pertaining to the internal heat of the earth. 

Goal – A long-range, “end-state” statement as to what a community wants to accomplish 
regarding a particular issue.  

Ground Failure – Mudslide, landslide, liquefaction, or the compaction of soils due to seismic-
induced ground shaking. 

Groundwater – The supply of water under the ground surface in an aquifer or soil that forms a 
natural reservoir. 

Habitat – The physical location or type of environment in which an organism, animal or plant 
species, or biological population lives or can be found.  

Habitat Conservation Area – Land area dedicated for the purpose of conserving plant and 
animal habitat. 

Hazardous Materials – An injurious substance, including pesticides, herbicides, toxic metals 
and chemicals, liquefied natural gas, explosives, volatile chemicals, and nuclear fuels, as defined 
and regulated by federal, state, and/or local law. 

Historic Area – A district, zone, or site designated by local, state, or federal authorities within 
which buildings, structures, and places are of basic and vital importance due to their association 
with history, or their unique architectural style and scale, or their relationship to a particular area.  

Improvement Standard – An adopted standard or criterion to which improvements are 
constructed.  

Infill Development – Development or redevelopment of land that has been bypassed, remained 
vacant, and/or is underused as a result of the continuing urban development process. 
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Infrastructure – The physical systems and services which support development and population, 
such as roadways, railroads, water, sewer, natural gas, electrical generation and transmission, 
telephone, cable television, storm drainage, and other systems. 

Intersection – Where two or more roads, paths, or lanes cross at grade. 

Land Use – A description of how land is occupied or used. 

Landslide – A general term for a falling or sliding mass of soil or rocks. 

Ldn – See Day/Night Average Sound Level. 

Level of Service (LOS) – A measure of effectiveness by which traffic engineers determine the 
quality of service on elements of transportation infrastructure using the letters A through F as 
follows:  

A= Free flow 

B= Reasonably free flow 

C= Stable flow 

D= Approaching unstable flow 

E= Unstable flow 

F= Forced or breakdown flow 

Lifestyle Center – A shopping center or mixed-use commercial development that combines the 
traditional retail functions of a shopping mall but with leisure amenities oriented toward upscale 
consumers. Lifestyle centers usually require less land and generate higher revenue margins.  

Liquefaction – A process by which water-saturated granular soils transform from a solid to a 
liquid state due to ground shaking. This phenomenon usually results from shaking from energy 
waves released in an earthquake. 

Local Street – A street which generally carries the least amount of traffic. Local streets provide 
neighborhood access to collector and arterial streets. 

Lot – A designated parcel or area of land established by plat, subdivision, or as otherwise 
permitted by law, to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit. 

Low Impact Development (LID) – A land planning and engineering design approach to 
managing stormwater runoff. LID emphasizes conservation and use of on-site natural features to 
protect water quality through implementation of engineered small-scale hydrologic controls to 
replicate the pre-development hydrologic regime of watersheds through infiltrating, filtering, 
storing, evaporating, and detaining runoff close to its source.  
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Median – The dividing area, either paved or landscaped, between opposing lanes of traffic on a 
roadway.   

Mineral Resource – Ores and other minerals that contain economic value.  

Mitigation – Measures taken to reduce adverse effects on the environment. 

Noise – Sound that is loud, disagreeable, or unexpected.  Noise can be generated by a number 
of sources, including mobile sources, such as automobiles, trucks and airplanes, and stationary 
sources, such as construction sites, machinery, and industrial operations.  

Noise-Sensitive Land Use – Includes those uses that house the population or serve specific 
population groups for long periods of time. These land uses include residential development 
(except temporary dwellings), schools, hospitals, nursing and personal care facilities, and 
churches. 

Oil Drilling Island – Single lots and relatively small areas where facilities can be placed to 
obtain productive or potentially productive petroleum resources.  

Open Space – Any parcel or area of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, 
designated, dedicated, or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment. 

Outdoor Activity Area – Area designated for outdoor recreation and activity such as patios, 
balconies, and swimming pool areas of multi-family dwellings, nursing and personal care 
facilities; backyards of single-family dwellings. 

Parcel – A lot or tract of land. 

Particulate Matter (PM) – A complex mixture of extremely small particles and liquid droplets. 
PM is made up of a number of components, including acids (such as nitrates and sulfates), 
organic chemicals, metals, and soil or dust particles. Also known as particle pollution. 

Placard – A sign or sign-like device attached to or hung from a vehicle or building to indicate 
information about the operator (of a vehicle) or the contents of the vehicle or building.  

Planning Area – The Planning Area includes the existing city limits, existing Sphere of 
Influence, and an area beyond the Sphere of Influence that bears relation to the City’s planning 
efforts.  

Pocket Plant – Any self-contained sewage treatment system that is independent of the City’s 
sewer system. 

Policy – A specific medium- or short-range statement of principle to guide decision-making so 
there is continuing progress toward the attainment of stated goals. 

Purple Pipe – A purple, pressure-rated pipe that carries reclaimed water for irrigation and other 
non-potable uses 
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Reclaimed Water – Reclaimed water is former wastewater (sewage) or stormwater that has been 
treated to remove solids and certain impurities, and then used or allowed to recharge the aquifer 
rather than being discharged to surface water. Also known as recycled water. 

Redevelopment – Redevelopment, under the California Community Redevelopment Law, is a 
process with the authority, scope, and financing mechanisms necessary to provide stimulus to 
reverse current negative business trends, remedy blight, provide job development incentives, and 
create a new image for a community. It provides for the planning, development, redesign, 
clearance, reconstruction, or rehabilitation, or any combination of these, and the provision of 
public and private improvements as may be appropriate or necessary in the interest of the 
general welfare. In a more general sense, redevelopment is a process in which existing 
development and use of land is replaced with newer development and/or uses. 

Rehabilitation – The upgrading of a building previously in a dilapidated or substandard 
condition for human habitation or use. 

Revitalization – Bringing new life or vigor to existing neighborhoods or uses. 

Right-of-Way – A strip of land acquired by reservation, dedication, prescription, or 
condemnation and occupied, or intended to be occupied, by a road, crosswalk, utilities, railroad, 
electric transmission lines, oil or gas pipeline, water line, sanitary or storm sewer, or other similar 
uses. 

Riparian – Plant community located alongside a watercourse, typically rivers or creeks. 

Screening – Technique using manmade (built) or natural (landscaping) materials to define an 
area, modify or hide a view, create privacy, block wind, dust, salt and snow, control noise, filter 
light, or direct traffic flow.  

Sensitive Receptors – Generally include residential areas, churches, schools, and recreation 
areas. See also Noise-Sensitive Land Uses.    

Sensitive Resources – Sensitive native biological species and their habitats, including plant and 
animal habitats and wildlife linkages, steep hillsides, wetlands, and prehistoric and historic sites. 

Solar Energy – The radiant energy emitted by the sun. Solar energy often refers to processes 
that use the radiant energy emitted by the sun to generate heat or electricity for human use.  

Special-Status Species – Plant or animal species considered to be rare, threatened, endangered, 
or otherwise protected under local, state, and/or federal policies, regulations, or laws. 

Sphere of Influence – A probable ultimate physical boundary and service area for a local 
agency, as well as special areas of interest, as determined by the Kern County Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCo). 

Strip Commercial – Commercial uses developed in a linear pattern, predominantly along 
roadways, and designed to primarily accommodate the private automobile. 
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Subdivision – The division of a lot, tract, parcel, or other unit of land for the purpose of sale, 
lease, or financing. 

Sustainable Energy Source – See Alternative Energy.   

Tax Increment Financing – A method to use the future gains in taxes to finance the current 
improvements that will create those gains. When a public project such as a road, school, or 
hazardous waste cleanup is carried out, there is often an increase in the value of surrounding real 
estate, and perhaps new investment (new or rehabilitated buildings, for example). This increased 
site value and investment generate increased tax revenues. The increased tax revenues are the tax 
increment. Tax increment financing dedicates tax increments within a certain defined district to 
finance debt issued to pay for the project. Tax increment financing is designed to channel 
funding toward improvements in distressed or underdeveloped areas where development would 
not otherwise occur. Tax increment financing may be used to create funding for public projects 
that may otherwise be unaffordable to localities. See Tax Increment Funds. 

Tax Increment Funds – Monies resulting from the use of tax increment financing. See Tax 
Increment Financing. 

Telecommuting – A work arrangement in which employees enjoy flexibility in working location 
and hours. The daily commute to a central place of work is replaced by telecommunication links. 
Also known as e-commuting. 

Universal Access – The ability of all people to have equal opportunity and access to a service or 
product from which they can benefit, regardless of their social class, ethnicity, background, or 
physical disabilities. 

Urban Forestry – The care and management of urban forests, i.e., tree populations in urban 
settings for the purpose of improving the urban environment. Urban forestry advocates the role 
of trees as a critical part of the urban infrastructure.  

Vanpool – A form of transportation that allows groups of people to share a ride from home or 
one or more common meeting locations and travel together to a common destination or work 
center. Similar to a carpool but on a larger scale. 

Watershed – A region or area over which water flows into a particular lake, reservoir, stream, or 
river. 

Wayfinding – Encompasses all of the ways in which people orient themselves in physical space 
and navigate from place to place. 

Williamson Act Land Contracts – A minimum 10-year contract for the purpose of restricting 
specific parcels of land to agriculture or related open space uses. Contracts renew automatically 
every year unless a “notice of nonrenewal” is filed. In return, the parcels under contract are 
assessed for property tax purposes at a rate consistent with their actual use, rather than potential 
market value.  
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Wind Energy – The energy captured from the wind. Wind energy often refers to the processes 
to convert the kinetic energy of wind into mechanical or electrical energy that can be used for 
power, often through the use of turbines.  

Xeriscape – Method of landscaping that uses plant materials whose natural requirements are 
appropriate to the local climate, resulting in low water use and low maintenance.  

Zero Net Energy Buildings – Buildings with zero net energy consumption and zero carbon 
emissions annually.  

Zero Waste – The theory that a society, organization, or process can reduce, re-use or recycle all 
of its waste, so that it does not produce any waste with economic value needing final disposal.  

Zoning – A division of a community into districts and the application of different regulations in 
each district.  

Zoning Ordinance – A law consisting of a map and text that divides all land in a community 
into zones that specify uses and regulations governing lot size, building bulk, placement, and 
other development standards for each of the zone districts.   
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In order to move toward a sustainable community, this General Plan established principles of 
good planning and a proactive approach to future development. These sustainable principles 
have been incorporated throughout the elements of this General Plan and address the City of 
Taft’s role in the implementation of California law and address each of the three E’s of 
sustainability – Environment, Economy, and Equity (refer to Chapter 2.0: Planning for a Sustainable 
Community). 

Goals and policies based on sustainable or “green” principles have been incorporated 
throughout each of the General Plan elements and are identified through the use of a leaf 
symbol. Appendix A provides a summary of all of the Goals, Policies, and Action Items that 
support sustainable principles. 

3.0 LAND USE ELEMENT 

LAND USE GOALS 

Goal LU-2: A sustainable community. 

Goal LU-4: A vibrant, active, healthy, walkable Downtown. 

Goal LU-5: Protection of the natural resources and agricultural uses in the 
Planning Area. 

Goal LU-6: A pattern of land use which enhances the community character of 
Taft, provides employment and shopping opportunities to serve 
residents and the region, provides for use of transit, and protects 
Taft’s unique historical and natural features. 

LAND USE POLICIES: GENERAL 

Policy LU-1: Encourage infill development in the existing urban areas of the Planning Area. 

Policy LU-3: Promote sustainable development practices. 

Policy LU-4: Support alternative development techniques to promote the conservation of land 
for open space, natural resource, or agricultural uses. 

LAND USE POLICIES: LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 

Policy LU-7 The following standards apply to lands designated as Agriculture on Figure  
3.0-1a and Figure 3.0-1b (Land Use Maps) of the General Plan. 

Intent: To provide areas where the predominant land use is agriculturally oriented 
and to identify areas in the Planning Area in which agriculture is now and should 
continue to be the predominant land use, where land uses incompatible with 
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agriculture should be precluded, and where the development of urban type land 
uses would be detrimental to the continuance of agriculture which is an economic 
and aesthetic attribute to the area. Continuance of existing non-agricultural 
development may be allowed. It is expected that this designation will have a very 
low population to acre ratio, anticipating less than one person per acre. 

This land use designation also allows the City to implement Williamson Act Land 
Contracts, including Farmland Security Zones, to ensure the continued viability 
of agriculture. 

Maximum Dwelling Density: 1 dwelling unit per 20 gross acres (0.5 DU/Ac); 
except, 1 dwelling unit per 80 gross acres (0.0125 DU/Ac) for land subject to the 
Williamson Act/Farmland Security Zone Contracts. 

Policy LU-8: The following standards apply to lands designated as Natural Resources on 
Figure 3.0-1a and Figure 3.0-1b (Land Use Maps) of the General Plan. 

Intent: This designation is applied to lands that have proven petroleum, mineral, 
or biotic resources. Most of the land within this land use designation is utilized 
for oil-related uses, including exploration, reserves, pipelines, and storage 
facilities. Much of this land also provides added benefits, such as open space and 
wildlife habitat. It is expected that this designation will have a very low 
population to acre ratio, anticipating less than one person per acre. 

This land use designation also provides for the continuation of agricultural uses 
and allows the City to implement Williamson Act Land Contracts, including 
Farmland Security Zones.   

Maximum Dwelling Density: 1 dwelling unit per 5 gross acres (0.2 DU/Ac); 1 
dwelling unit per 20 gross acres (0.5 DU/Ac) for land subject to the Williamson 
Act Contract; 1 dwelling unit per 80 gross acres (0.0125 DU/Ac) for land subject 
to the Williamson Act/Farmland Security Zone Contracts 

Policy LU-14: The following standards apply to lands designated as Mixed Use on Figure 3.0-
1a and Figure 3.0-1b (Land Use Maps) of the General Plan. 

Intent: To encourage a mix of residential, office, and retail uses in designated 
areas of the community. The Mixed Use designation is concentrated in the 
Downtown area and other appropriate areas as shown on Figure 3.0-1 (Land Use 
Map). It is expected that this designation will have a population to acre ratio of 
up to 78 persons per acre. Building intensity in this designation may cover the 
entire parcel and reach to several floors. 

Maximum Dwelling Density: 29 dwelling units per gross acre (29 DU/Ac) 
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Policy LU-18: The following standards apply to lands designated as Open Space on Figure 
3.0-1a and Figure 3.0-1b (Land Use Maps) of the General Plan. 

Intent: This designation is applied to lands that will remain generally free of 
buildings, except buildings incidental to active and passive parks. Land uses 
allowed include passive and active recreational facilities, including but not limited 
to parks, golf courses, and trails. It is expected that this designation will not have 
population as the uses are not intended to include residential development. 
However, there may be some associated residential uses but the population to 
acre ratio is expected to be very low, anticipating less than one person per acre. 

LAND USE POLICIES: RESIDENTIAL 

Policy LU-21: Encourage a mix of residential densities.  

Policy LU-23: Encourage pedestrian-oriented residential developments and adjacent land uses. 

Action LU-23a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all residential 
developments to provide for pedestrian and bicycle connections and facilities. 

LAND USE POLICIES: COMMERCIAL AND OFFICE 

Policy LU-25: Encourage commercial areas to cluster in identified areas to discourage strip 
commercial development.  

Policy LU-26: To minimize traffic generation impacts, locate commercial development to meet 
the needs and convenience of the customer base and promote compatibility 
between land uses.  

Policy LU-28: Encourage commercial infill development.  

Action LU-27a: Provide incentives, such as flexible zoning, for commercial 
infill projects.  

Policy LU-29: Encourage the location, size, scale, and design of neighborhood commercial uses 
to complement and meet the needs of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Policy LU-30: Encourage the provision of pedestrian, bicycle, and other non-motorized access 
in all neighborhoods. 

Policy LU-31: Provide for ancillary commercial development in office parks, such as training, 
day care, restaurants, cleaners, mail centers, and financial institutions. 
Commercial uses should be limited so as to complement the developments they 
are serving.  

Policy LU-32: Encourage clustered, smaller-scale office and professional land uses throughout 
the community to meet the needs of nearby neighborhoods. 
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Policy LU-33: Encourage commercial developments and adjacent land uses to be pedestrian-
oriented.  

Action LU-33a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all commercial 
developments to provide for pedestrian and bicycle connections and facilities. 

LAND USE POLICIES: INDUSTRIAL 

Policy LU-34: Allow retail space in conjunction with manufacturing of goods in industrial areas. 

Policy LU 35: Encourage industrial infill development.  

Action LU-35a: Provide incentives, such as flexible zoning, for industrial infill 
projects.  

Policy LU 37: Provide for ancillary commercial development in business parks, such as training, 
day care, restaurants, cleaners, mail centers, and financial institutions. 
Commercial uses should be limited so as to complement the developments they 
are serving.  

Policy LU-38: To minimize traffic impacts, locate industrial and business activities in areas close 
to major transportation facilities or include development of transit stop(s) within, 
or close to, proposed activities. 

LAND USE POLICIES: MIXED USE AND DOWNTOWN 

Policy LU-42: Encourage mixed-use development.  

Action LU-42a: Develop a Downtown Master Plan, including development 
standards.   

Policy LU-43: Promote housing development in the upper floors of commercial and office 
developments. 

Policy LU-44: Promote owner-occupied housing in mixed-use development, including first-
floor housing at the rear of buildings. 

Policy LU-45: Promote a variety of housing opportunities, including multi-family and senior 
citizen housing, in the Downtown area. 

Policy LU-46: Encourage a mix of uses including retail, office, financial, government, and 
professional land uses to expand the current business mix and increase the 
economic viability of the Downtown as a destination for shopping, work, dining, 
and entertainment.  

Action LU-46a: Assist in the retention and expansion of existing businesses 
which conform to the goals and policies of this element by providing and 
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coordinating available financial and non-financial resources. Examples include 
financing and loan programs, cooperation with lenders, capital loans, technical 
assistance, and business counseling. 

Policy LU-48: Redevelop underutilized commercial areas in the Downtown to higher density 
residential uses and more intense office/commercial uses.  

Policy LU-49: Redevelop the railroad property to the south of the Downtown and other 
properties in and near Downtown where there are opportunities for 
redevelopment to be compatible with and complementary to the Downtown.  

Policy LU-51: Maintain the Downtown as the governmental, civic, medical, and retail/office 
center for the City. 

Action LU-51a: Encourage public agencies to locate, and remain, in the 
Downtown, including state, federal, and local agencies.  

Action LU-51b: Encourage public agencies currently located in the 
Downtown to maintain and/or expand their operations.  

Policy LU-52: Create a safe and comfortable environment in the Downtown where pedestrians, 
bicyclists, vehicular traffic, and parking work in harmony. 

Policy LU-54: Continue to promote shopping in Taft’s Downtown. 

Action LU-54a: Continue to work with building owners in the renovation of 
their building facades.  

Action LU-54b: Continue to identify, design, and construct Downtown 
streetscape improvements to make the Downtown a more desirable place to visit 
and shop. 

Policy LU-55: Identify and promote Downtown as the entertainment, cultural, and community 
activity center of Taft. 

Action LU-55a: Coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce and other 
organizations to promote activities in the Downtown. 

Action LU-55b: Develop a signage and wayfinding program for the 
Downtown. 

Policy LU-56: Promote a mix of compatible land uses contributing to the historic nature and 
economic viability of the Downtown area. 

Policy LU-58: Protect and enhance the integrity of historical resources as identified in the 
Historic Preservation Plan. 
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Action LU-58a: Encourage the adaptive reuse, protection, and/or 
enhancement of historical buildings. 

Policy LU-59: Encourage and promote the use of shared parking facilities to support needs of 
the retail core through the provision of off-street parking facilities, including 
parking structures.  

Action LU-59a: Develop a parking strategy plan and Parking Master Plan for 
the Downtown that will encourage people to park once and walk to their 
destinations. 

LAND USE POLICIES: NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION 

Policy LU-61: Promote infill development that is aesthetically pleasing and compatible with 
existing development.  

Action LU-61a: Provide incentives, such as flexible zoning regulations, for 
infill projects. 

Policy LU-63: Upgrade public improvements in blighted neighborhoods, including sidewalks, 
alleys, street trees, roadways, parkways, and streetlights as opportunities arise and 
resources permit. 

Action LU-63a: Establish a program of repairing or replacing broken curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks.  

Action LU-63b: Replant vacant parkways with street trees. 

Action LU-63c: Improve alleys with pavement.  

Action LU-63d: Install landscaped medians where collector or arterial streets 
have the necessary right-of-way width. 

Policy LU-67: Actively promote reinvestment in existing neighborhoods. 

Action LU-67a: Seek state and federal grant funds that can assist in the 
elimination of blight in residential neighborhoods. 

Action LU-67b: Use tax increment funds and low to moderate housing 
income funds to eliminate conditions of blight in residential neighborhoods, 
including use of funds for additional housing and improvements that benefit 
housing.  

Action LU-67c: Identify and implement other local programs and activities 
that encourage investment in the existing housing stock. 
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LAND USE POLICIES: COMMUNITY IMAGE AND DESIGN 

Policy LU-71: Promote the appropriate planting of trees and provide irrigation in existing 
parkways using reclaimed water.  

Policy LU-75: Protect and maintain the urban tree canopy as a vital local resource. 

Action LU-75a: Develop and implement an Urban Tree Canopy Master Plan. 

Action LU-75b: Attain status as a Tree City USA. 

Action LU-75c: Identify and apply for urban forestry grants to pay for the 
planting of trees. 

Policy LU-76: Facilitate a landscaping program in park strips and medians that promote 
shading, color, art, and interesting design.   

Action LU-76a: Update street standards to include landscaping along all 
roadways. 

Action LU-76b: Establish a street beautification and enhancement fee that 
pays for the construction, landscaping, and maintenance of street medians.  

Policy LU-78: Ensure that the provision of new or enlarged parking facilities does not adversely 
affect the livability and desirability of the surrounding neighborhoods. 

Action LU-78a: Develop landscaping and tree shading standards for parking 
facilities, including maintenance requirements. 

Policy LU-79: Discourage the proliferation of surface parking as an interim land use when 
sound residential, commercial, or industrial buildings would be demolished 
pending other development. 

Policy LU-80: Require parking areas to be improved with paving, striping, and lighting and 
incorporate designated pedestrian facilities. 

4.0 CIRCULATION ELEMENT 

CIRCULATION GOALS 

Goal CI-1: A safe, balanced, and efficient transportation system that addresses 
motorized, non-motorized, and pedestrian traffic movement. 

Goal CI-2: An improved transportation system that will reduce the need for 
parking. 
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Goal CI-3: A circulation system which recognizes and responds to the needs of 
bicycle traffic and minimizes motorist/bicycle conflicts. 

Goal CI-4: A well-integrated pedestrian and bicycle trail system. 

CIRCULATION POLICIES: GENERAL 

Policy CI-1: Coordinate circulation planning for all modes of transportation to help ensure an 
efficient system including the use of the “complete street” design concept. 

Policy CI-2: Require projects subject to discretionary review to minimize new vehicle trips. 

Action CI-2a: Work with transportation agencies to create a template for a 
Transportation Demand Management program that can be used by businesses or 
modified to meet the needs of the businesses. The template could include a 
variety of methods to minimize trips and incentives for participation. 

Action CI-2b: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require secure bicycle racks or 
storage facilities at a ratio of 1 per every 10 vehicle spaces in new commercial and 
public buildings. 

Policy CI-3: Require all new development and expansion of existing development to fully 
provide for on-site transportation facilities including streets, curbs, traffic control 
devices, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and other improvements as deemed 
necessary by the City. 

CIRCULATION POLICIES: ROADWAYS 

Policy CI-7: Maintain the Level of Service on roadways and at intersections in the Planning 
Area as follows: 

a) Assure that roadway congestion generally does not exceed Level of Service D 
except where: 

• Providing Level of Service D would be infeasible due to physical 
constraints. 

• Maintaining Level of Service D would require an unreasonable expansion 
of the roadway or intersection as determined by the City. 

b) Maintain a Level of Service D at all signalized intersections except where: 

• The level of congestion already exceeds this standard; or 

• Where increased intersection capacity cannot be provided due to physical 
constraints. 
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c) Maintain the Level of Service at unsignalized intersections at D or better; 
intersections may be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to determine if signal 
warrants are met. 

Policy CI-8: Adopt and maintain a circulation system evaluation methodology that establishes 
Levels of Service and determines significance thresholds for impacts to 
intersections and roadways within the Planning Area. Where a project would 
cause or contribute to congestion exceeding the Level of Service and/or 
significance threshold, require on- or off-site transportation improvements as a 
condition of approval as appropriate. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

• Improvements to on- or off-site roadways; 

• Improvements to intersections in the vicinity of the project; 

• Installation of transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, including facilities which 
exceed the minimum standards imposed by City regulations; 

• Restriction of access to roadways; 

• Limitations on hours of operation. 

Policy CI-9: Improve the operating efficiency of the roadway system through transportation 
system management strategies (e.g., signal timing, restricted access).  

Policy CI-10: Require that local street systems be logical and, where possible, designed on a 
“modified grid” system. In areas with significant features or natural resources, 
deviation from the modified grid system may be allowed. 

CIRCULATION POLICIES: TRANSIT/BIKEWAYS/PEDESTRIAN 

Policy CI-17: Encourage the use of transportation alternatives, including public transit, 
bicycles, and walking, that reduce the use of personal motor vehicles. 

Policy CI-18: Provide transit services to the entire Planning Area to serve the needs of all 
persons, in particular those without access to private vehicles, the disabled, the 
elderly, and children. 

Policy CI-19: Encourage the use of public transit. 

Action CI-19a: Provide for transit service in the design of the arterial and 
collector street system. 

Action CI-19b: Coordinate with Kern Regional Transit to require 
appropriately designed bus stops along arterials and collectors and other locations 
as appropriate. 



 

APPENDIX A:  SUSTAINABLE GOALS AND POLICIES 
  

  

  
  

J U L Y  2 0 0 9  C I T Y  O F  T A F T
A - 1 0  P U B L I C  R E V I E W  D R A F T  G E N E R A L  P L A N

 

Action CI-19c: Provide for transit service in the site plan review process. 

Action CI-19d: Coordinate with Kern Regional Transit to locate bus stops as 
close as possible to the facilities they serve. 

Action CI-19e: Work with Kern Regional Transit to provide scheduled transit 
services. 

Action CI-19f: Work with Taft Area Transit to provide social services 
transportation.  

Action CI-19g: Pursue local, state, and federal funding for transit services. 

Policy CI-20: Provide transit service effective in attracting and retaining transit riders in areas 
with identifiable transit needs. 

Action CI-20a: Encourage marketing efforts to reach all of Taft’s citizens. 

Action CI-20b: Encourage ridership of Taft Area Transit among disabled 
persons through disabled and senior citizen fare discounts.  

Policy CI-21: Provide economical and cost-efficient transportation for all residents. 

Action CI-21a: Pursue local, state, and federal funding for transit services.  

Policy CI-22: Require new development to provide safe and convenient access to alternative 
transportation within the project area.  

Action CI-22a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all new 
development to provide for pedestrian and bicycle connections and facilities.   

Action CI-22b: Encourage new development to provide weatherproof bicycle 
parking and storage facilities and ensure long-term maintenance of such facilities.  

Policy CI-23: Demonstrate leadership in the implementation of programs that encourage the 
use of alternative modes of transportation by their employees and use alternative 
fuels. For example, programs may include: 

• Preferential carpool parking and other ridesharing incentives; 

• Flexible work hours or telecommuting where consistent with job duties and 
customer service needs; 

• A purchasing program that favors hybrid, electric, or alternative fuel vehicles; 

• Assisting in the development of demonstration projects for alternative fuel 
technologies such as ethanol, hydrogen, and electricity; 
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• Secure bicycle parking; and 

• Transit incentives. 

Policy CI-24: Support efforts by businesses, schools, and government to reduce peak travel 
demand. 

Action CI-24a: Support implementation of flexible or staggered work hours 
and work from home programs so that travel demand is spread more evenly 
throughout the day. 

Action CI-24b: Support efforts to promote ridesharing and other programs to 
reduce vehicle travel and encourage walking, bicycling, and telecommuting. 

Policy CI-25: Provide for safe and effective bicycle transportation for recreational and 
commuting cyclists in Taft. 

Action CI-25a: Develop a Bikeway Master Plan that coordinates with the 
regional bikeway system and is in accordance with State Bikeway Design Criteria. 

Action CI-25b: Periodically review and update street standards to 
accommodate bicycle lanes where indicated on the Bikeway Master Plan. 

Action CI-25c: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require all new 
development to provide for safe bicycle connections and facilities, including 
bicycle parking. 

Action CI-25d: Design bicycle paths so that interaction with vehicular traffic 
is minimized. 

Action CI-25e: Establish effective programs for financing the construction 
and maintenance of bicycle paths. 

Action CI-25f: Provide an information/education program to encourage use 
of the regional bicycle system and to promote safe riding. 

Policy CI-26: Provide a well-integrated trail system in the Planning Area that addresses bicycle 
and pedestrian uses consistent with the bicycle and pedestrian trail system as 
shown on Figure 4.0-2 (Bikeways and Pedestrian Trails Map). 

Action CI-26a: Pursue local, state, and federal grants and other funding 
sources for development of bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

Policy CI-27: Encourage facilities at places of employment to encourage workers to ride 
bicycles to work. 
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Policy CI-28: Provide adequate bicycle storage in governmental, commercial, residential, and 
open space recreational facilities. 

Policy CI-29: Consider and, where possible, accommodate the needs of pedestrians and 
bicyclists in all roadway construction and renovation. 

Policy CI-30: Widen sidewalks above the minimum established Improvement Standards where 
intensive commercial, recreational, or institutional activity is present and where 
residential densities are 8 DU/Ac and above. 

Action CI-30a: Update street standards to include an urban sidewalk pattern 
above the minimum established Improvement Standards. 

Policy CI-31: Provide convenient pedestrian crossings at roadways. 

Policy CI-32: Require sidewalks in new developments. 

Policy CI-33: In existing developed areas where sidewalks do not exist, support existing 
programs and pursue new programs for sidewalk construction. 

Policy CI-34: Design development projects to promote pedestrian movement through direct, 
safe, and pleasant routes that connect destinations inside and outside the plan or 
project area. 

Policy CI-35: Improve the accessibility of and circulation within the Downtown. 

Action CI-35a: Develop a signage and wayfinding program for the 
Downtown. 

Policy CI-36: Consider pedestrian-sensitive areas when planning circulation systems and seek 
to avoid impacts to these areas. 

Action CI-36a: Designate the existing and planned locations of pedestrian-
sensitive areas. 

5.0 OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT 

OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION GOALS 

Goal OS-1: A citywide network of open space. 

Goal OS-2: Recreational opportunities for all residents. 

Goal C-1: Protection and preservation of the agricultural landscape. 

Goal C-2: A sustainable agricultural economy. 
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Goal C-3: Conservation of native wildlife and plant communities. 

Goal C-4: A healthy water quality and supply for the community and natural 
environment. 

Goal C-5: Reduction of air pollutant emissions. 

Goal C-6: Monitoring of and response to climate change impacts, including 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Goal C-7: Efficient and sustainable development.  

Goal C-8: Preservation and enhancement of cultural and historic resources. 

OPEN SPACE POLICIES: OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION 

Policy OS-1: Manage parks, trails, open spaces, and recreational facilities with innovative best 
management practices to achieve long-term energy, water, and resource 
conservation. 

Policy OS-2: Ensure that development of parkland, recreation facilities, programming capacity, 
and natural open space capacity keeps pace with development and growth in the 
City’s Planning Area. 

Action OS-2a: In cooperation with the West Side Park and Recreation 
District, develop a Park and Recreation Master Plan, outlining future parkland 
and facility needs, goals, policies, classifications, and standards. 

Action OS-2b: Develop and implement a Park Impact and Parkland 
Dedication Ordinance consistent with the Quimby Act. 

Action OS-2c: Collaborate with the County of Kern and the West Side Park 
and Recreation District to acquire, develop, and program additional regional park 
facilities. 

Policy OS-3: Pursue development of a new park in the City’s Downtown.  

Policy OS-4: Expand the system of multi-use paths and trails available for transportation and 
recreation. 

Action OS-4a: Prioritize expansion of Rails to Trails as shown on Figure 
4.0-2 (Bikeways and Pedestrian Trails Map). 

Policy OS-7: Require new residential development projects, including mixed-use projects with 
residential components, to provide a minimum of 2.5 acres of park land per 
1,000 persons through dedication of land or payment of in-lieu fees to contribute 
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to the acquisition and development of parks or recreation facilities consistent 
with the following: 

a) That all lands offered for dedication be of the size, orientation, location, and 
suitability to provide park and recreation facilities consistent with the City’s 
park and recreation classifications and standards and with the requirements of 
the West Side Park and Recreation District. 

b) That private trails, school park and recreation facilities, and private parks or 
open spaces not receive full credit toward the City’s land dedication 
requirements. Such lands may be used for partial credit, not to exceed 50 
percent, with approval of the City Council. 

Policy OS-10: Ensure that all new parks, trails, and recreational facilities are designed for 
universal access and work to make existing parks, trails, and recreational facilities 
universally accessible.  

CONSERVATION POLICIES: AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION 

Policy C-1: Support the continued use of agriculture in the Planning Area. 

Policy C-2: Preserve agricultural lands for agricultural uses, prioritizing the protection of 
lands with prime and other important soil classifications. 

Policy C-3: Work with public agency, private, and nonprofit partners to provide a means to 
preserve open space and agricultural lands. 

Action C-3a: Require applicants of private and public development projects 
that are proposing conversion of agricultural lands classified as Prime Farmland, 
Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Local 
Importance under the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program to provide a 
1:1 acreage replacement ratio. 

Policy C-4: Facilitate and support agricultural conservation easements, Williamson Act and 
Farmland Security Zone contracts, and land conservation programs used to 
protect agricultural resources. 

Action C-4a: Adopt ordinances necessary to allow the continuation of 
Williamson Act and Farmland Security Zone contracts and land conservation 
programs after annexation. 

Policy C-5: Working in consultation with the Kern County Agricultural Commission and the 
Kern County Farm Bureau, establish agricultural buffer zones between urban and 
agricultural land uses. Design buffer zones to address the physical effects of 
agricultural practices, such as chemical spraying, noise, and odors and to prohibit 
residential incursion into agricultural areas. 
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Action C-5a: Adopt a buffer zone policy to designate specific setbacks on 
developing land from existing agricultural land.  

Policy C-6: Prioritize infill development over the conversion of agricultural lands to 
accommodate future growth. 

Policy C-7: Encourage cluster development as a means of obtaining open space to be used as 
a buffer. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 

Policy C-8: Encourage the use of innovative techniques and emerging research on integrated 
pest control methods to minimize the impact of pesticide and herbicide use on 
the City’s human and natural communities. 

Policy C-9: Encourage organic and sustainable agricultural practices and crop diversification. 

Policy C-10: Encourage efficient water use to enhance agriculture and grazing, employing 
techniques such as use of reclaimed water.  

Policy C-11: Encourage the growth of environmentally sustainable agricultural businesses and 
support services. 

Policy C-12: Encourage the marketing of local agricultural products to local residents, 
vendors, and restaurants through farmers markets and other direct farm-to-table 
sales. 

Action C-12a: Partner with private and nonprofit partners to manage a “Buy 
Local” program for local agricultural projects. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 

Policy C-13: Seek to conserve plant and animal habitat through regional planning efforts. 

Action C-13a: Work with Kern County to participate in the Kern County 
Valley Floor Habitat Conservation Plan, Tulare Basin Riparian and Wildlife 
Corridor Conservation Plan and other conservation efforts. 

Action C-13b: Work with other organizations and agencies to create Habitat 
Conservation Areas.  

Policy C-14: Protect natural open spaces, wetlands, watersheds, and environmentally sensitive 
areas such as creeks and riparian areas and other open spaces. 

Action C-14a: Prepare an Open Space Master Plan which identifies and 
prioritizes high priority preservation areas and provides minimum open space 
standards. Include areas such as those that support key features of the local or 
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regional ecosystem, provide habitat for special-status species, or provide buffers 
for agricultural zones. 

Action C-14b: Work to assure that the Kern County Valley Floor Habitat 
Conservation Plan and the Tulare Basin Riparian and Wildlife Corridor Plan 
protect the interests of the City. 

Action C-14c: Support the restoration and enhancement of historical native 
plant communities within park and open space areas in support of native wildlife 
habitat.   

Action C-14d: Provide adequate buffers from the banks of creeks and rivers, 
where possible, in consultation with the City and appropriate agencies, such as 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), California Department of Fish and 
Game (CDFG), and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Action C-14e: Require applicants of private and public development projects 
on sites with wetlands to prepare an evaluation pursuant to CEQA and to 
demonstrate compliance with state and federal regulations.  The evaluation 
should map wetlands and waters of the United States in delineations approved by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and make recommendations for avoidance. 

Action C-14f: Require applicants of private and public development projects 
that are proposing the conversion of wetlands to provide feasible mitigation on-
site for land where complete avoidance of wetlands is not possible.  Require 
appropriately times resource inventories designed to assess the presence of 
wetlands.  Off-site wetland mitigation may occur and shall be coordinated with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the California Department of Fish 
and Game (CDFG), and the Army Corps of Engineers, as appropriate. 

Policy C-15: Preserve areas through avoidance, when feasible, where special-status plant and 
animal species and critical habitat areas are known to be present or potentially 
occurring that may be adversely affected by public or private development 
projects. Where preservation through avoidance is not possible, include 
appropriate mitigation in the public or private project. “Special-status” species are 
generally defined as species considered to be rare, threatened, endangered, or 
otherwise protected under local, state, and/or federal policies, regulations, or 
laws. 

Action C-15a: Require applicants of private and public development projects 
on previously undeveloped lands to prepare a biological baseline report, 
evaluation, or survey to consider the potential for significant impacts on special-
status species. 

Action C-15b: Explore the feasibility of various mitigation measures in 
consultation with the City and appropriate governmental agencies, such as the 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and California Department of Fish and 
Game (CDFG), for impacts to special-status species and habitat including 
conservation of similar quality and quantity of replacement habitat, enhancement 
of existing habitat areas, or paying in-kind funds to an approved wildlife habitat 
improvement and acquisition fund. Replacement habitat may occur either on-site 
or at approved off-site locations.  

Policy C-16: Employ a full suite of land conservation techniques to protect natural open 
spaces and resources, including but not limited to the acquisition of fee simple 
interest through purchase, donation, or bequest and public access and 
conservation easements. 

Policy C-17: Use site planning, project design, and all other practical design-related mitigation 
measures to avoid and minimize impacts on sensitive resources. 

Action C-17a: Develop a list of appropriate plant species that may be used in 
the installation of landscaping for all development projects to encourage the use 
of native plant species. 

Policy C-18: Require rehabilitation of natural ecosystems after mineral production is 
completed in areas zoned as Natural Resources (NR). 

Policy C-19: Pursue programs to address oil and natural gas production as it relates to special-
status species protection laws. 

Action C-19a: Work with affected state and federal agencies to establish 
consistent policies for environmental protection activities related to oil and 
natural gas production and oilfield waste disposal. 

Action C-19b: Try to assure that the oil and natural gas industry does not 
bear a burden of environmental regulation in excess of its contribution to the 
problems. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: WATER SUPPLY AND QUALITY 

Policy C-20: Manage water use through planning, conservation, reclamation, and recycling. 

Action C-20a: Collaborate with local, regional, and state water suppliers and 
water resource managers to comprehensively plan for ensuring a sustainable 
water supply. 

Action C-20b: Participate in the development of the Kern County Integrated 
Regional Water Management Program and other planning efforts.  

Action C-20c: Coordinate water resource management planning with other 
conservation planning efforts, such as open space planning and agricultural land 
preservation programs. 
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Policy C-21: Encourage water conservation and the use of reclaimed water through the 
application of best management practices. 

Action C-21a: Work with the West Kern Water District and other water 
providers to create a master plan for a “purple-pipe” system and other 
mechanisms to promote water conservation. 

Action C-21b: Seek funding to develop a water conservation program to 
collect baseline data and provide education and outreach and strategic direction 
for water conservation efforts. 

Action C-21c: Establish a program to achieve a 20 percent reduction in per-
capita water use by 2020 or such other reduction goal as may be set by the State. 

Action C-21d: Identify and implement programs for the reuse of treated 
wastewater, particularly in landscaping, irrigation, and public facilities. Coordinate 
with wastewater system operators, as appropriate. 

Action C-21e: Encourage xeriscape landscaping in municipal facilities, public 
roadway landscape, and new development projects. 

Action C-21f: Require development to install infrastructure to transport 
existing or future supplies of reclaimed water (“purple pipe”) or pay an in-lieu fee 
equal to the cost of installation, to be used toward the implementation of a 
purple pipe master plan. 

Action C-21g: Develop a plan to utilize a “purple pipe” system that allows 
reclaimed water to be used to irrigate City-owned properties.   

Action C-21h: Develop a plan to utilize a “purple pipe” system that allows 
reclaimed water to be used to irrigate landscaping on private properties.   

Policy C-22: Encourage Low Impact Development (LID) practices in all new development to 
reduce, treat, infiltrate, and manage runoff flows caused by storms, urban runoff, 
and impervious surfaces. 

Action C-22a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to establish LID 
development standards.   

Policy C-23: Encourage natural groundwater recharge and new groundwater recharge 
opportunities, where appropriate. 

Action C-23a: Research opportunities to combine groundwater recharge 
with habitat protection and recreational land uses. 

Policy C-24: Collaborate with local and regional water resource managers to identify and 
monitor areas where hazardous waste may negatively impact groundwater quality.  
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Policy C-25: Require appropriately designed filters, such as vegetative swales, settling basins, 
or oil and water separators, adjacent to all manmade storm drainage channels.   

CONSERVATION POLICIES: AIR QUALITY 

Policy C-26: Minimize air pollutant emissions from all City facilities and operations consistent 
with the City’s need to provide a high level of public service. 

Action C-26a: Develop trip reduction programs for City employees.  

Action C-26b: Replace or convert conventional fuel fleet cars with low-
emission or alternative fuel vehicles. 

Action C-26c: Coordinate with waste haulers under contract to the City to 
use alternative fuels for waste collection vehicles. 

Action C-26d: Encourage the use of clean fuels and the development of 
Citywide fueling stations that distribute clean fuels such as biodiesel, ethanol, 
compressed natural gas, and propane. 

Policy C-27: Incorporate design, construction, and/or operational features to result in a 
reduction in emissions in all development projects which have the potential to 
result in substantial air quality impacts. 

Policy C-28: Support San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District efforts to reduce 
regional and localized pollutants. 

Action C-28a: Coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District and neighboring jurisdictions and appropriate agencies to address cross-
jurisdictional air quality issues. 

Action C-28b: Consider the adoption of an ordinance to discourage the 
idling of heavy-duty vehicles, particularly those that use diesel fuel, especially 
upwind of nearby schools, hospitals, senior care facilities, and areas prone to 
concentrations of people. 

Action C-28c: Coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District to reduce particulate emissions from construction, grading, excavation, 
and demolition to the maximum extent feasible. 

Policy C-31: Support incentives to residents, fleet operators, school districts, and employers to 
purchase and use alternative fuel or low-emission vehicles as funding sources 
become available.  

Policy C-33: Ensure that all land use decisions are equitable and protect residents, regardless 
of age, culture, ethnicity, gender, race, socioeconomic status, or geographic 
location, from the adverse health effects of air pollution. 
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Policy C-34: Encourage the mitigation of significant off-site impacts when new residential 
development and other sensitive receptors are sited adjacent to existing and 
potential sources of toxic emissions. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: CLIMATE CHANGE AND GREENHOUSE GAS 

Policy C-35: Encourage the use of alternative modes of transportation to reduce the amount 
of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Action C-35a: Coordinate with the Kern Council of Governments and local 
jurisdictions to develop a multi-modal transportation system which allows 
convenient and efficient use of transportation alternatives and provides multi-
modal transfer sites that incorporate auto and bike parking, transit, and 
pedestrian and bicycle paths, as well as park and ride pickup points.   

Policy C-36: Encourage a compact urban form and mixed-use development to become less 
auto-dependent and reduce potential air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions.  

Action C-36a: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to establish development 
standards for compact and mixed-use development.   

Policy C-37: Implement and enforce state and regional regulations pertaining to greenhouse 
gas emissions and climate change. 

Action C-37a: Develop a Climate Action Plan by 2011 that lays out a 
strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions over time that are consistent with 
AB 32, SB 375, and other requirements. 

Action C-37b: Monitor effectiveness of implemented programs and 
adaptively manage emission reduction measures to achieve the goals of the 
Climate Action Plan. 

Action C-37c: Collaborate and coordinate with the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District, Kern Council of Governments, and other 
stakeholders to promote regional solutions to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
that comply with AB 32, SB 375, and other requirements.   

Policy C-38: Work to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from its operations, specifically in the 
sectors of energy, transportation, waste. 

Action C-38a: Develop a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Baseline Report by 
2010 and update the inventory for every five-year period beginning with the 
baseline year. 

Policy C-39: Encourage the proper design and mitigation of potential greenhouse gas 
emissions from proposed development projects.   
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Policy C-40: Increase public awareness about climate change and encourage residents and 
businesses to make lifestyle changes that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: ENERGY CONSERVATION 

Policy C-41: Support development practices that conserve energy. 

Action C-41a: Establish a program to achieve 65 percent of electricity from 
alternative energy sources by 2015 and 90 percent by 2030. 

Policy C-42: Promote energy conservation and efficiency measures. 

Action C-42a: Operate City-owned buildings and facilities in an energy-
efficient manner without endangering public healthy and safety and without 
reducing public safety or service levels. 

Action C-42b: Integrate appropriate alternative energy and clean generation 
technologies into existing and new City facilities. 

Policy C-43: Require public and private development including homes, commercial, and 
industrial uses to exceed Title 24 of the California Building Code standards by 15 
percent. 

Action C-43a: Develop and adopt energy conservation standards to augment 
the California Energy Code for new construction. 

Action C-43b: Collaborate with energy providers to educate the community 
about energy-efficient programs and practices. 

Policy C-44: Retrofit existing City buildings with energy-saving features, such as insulation, 
glazing, and fluorescent lighting fixtures, and participate in programs to 
encourage private property owners to do the same. 

Action C-44a: Use energy-efficient models when replacing all municipal 
equipment.  

Action C-44b: Seek sources of funding for implementing energy-efficient 
improvement and utilities infrastructure renewal projects, including federal and 
state budget appropriations, federal, state and private sector grant opportunities, 
utilities, and other unique public/private sector financing arrangements. 

Policy C-45: Encourage rehabilitation and reuse of buildings whenever appropriate and 
feasible to reduce waste, conserve resources and energy, and decrease 
construction costs. 
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CONSERVATION POLICIES: GREEN BUILDING 

Policy C-46: Incorporate green building practices into the planning, design, construction, 
management, renovation, operations, and demolition of all facilities that are 
constructed, owned, managed, or financed by the City. 

Policy C-47: Encourage the conservation and reuse of building materials and resources and 
promote the use of sustainable recycled and locally sourced materials in 
development projects. 

Policy C-48: Encourage energy-efficient “green buildings” as certified by the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
Program at a minimum certification level of Silver or equivalent. 

Action C-48a: Develop an implementation strategy for a mandatory Green 
Building Program that includes performance standards, guidelines, review criteria, 
incentives, and implementation schedules for private sector development with 
criteria tailored to project types, size, and location.  

Action C-48b: Identify and provide incentives to encourage projects that 
incorporate green building practices and site design. 

Action C-48c: Identify and provide incentives for Zero Net Energy 
Buildings. 

Action C-48d: Provide information, technical assistance, and training to 
promote Green Building to property owners, building, design, and planning 
professionals, school districts, and special districts.  

Policy C-49: Continue participation in the Climate Smart program. 

Policy C-50: Consider participation in the Bakersfield and Kern County Energy Watch 
program and any other future programs that encourage energy and/or water 
conservation.   

Policy C-51: Minimize obstacles to energy conservation and encourage use of sustainable 
energy sources and technologies such as solar and wind while promoting the 
economic benefits of conservation in its regulation of private activities. 

Action C-51a: Provide expedited review of sustainable energy projects. 

Policy C-52 Employ the best available practices in materials procurement, use, reuse, and 
recycling, where feasible, and encourage individuals, organizations, and other 
agencies to do likewise. “Best available practices” means behavior and 
technologies that, considering available equipment, life-cycle costs, social and 
environmental side effects, and the regulations of other agencies, use the least 
amount of newly refined materials for a desired outcome, direct the largest 
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feasible fraction of used materials to future uses, and avoid undesirable effects 
due to further use of materials. 

Policy C-53: Require facilities in new developments to accommodate and encourage recycling. 

Policy C-54: Encourage zero waste for all development. 

Action C-52a: Coordinate with the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board and other organizations to develop programs to reduce, reuse, recycle. 

Action C-52b: Educate the public about how to achieve zero waste. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: CULTURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION, RESTORATION, 
AND ENHANCEMENT 

Policy C-55: Encourage the preservation of significant cultural sites and historic structures. 

Action C-55a: Implement the 2007 Historic Preservation Plan, including 
establishment of a historic district.   

Action C-55b: Develop and regularly update a comprehensive historic 
resources survey, in compliance with guidelines of the Office of Historic 
Preservation. 

Acton C-55c: Seek funding sources or consider participation in programs to 
assist in the maintenance or restoration of historic preservation projects. 

CONSERVATION POLICIES: VISUAL RESOURCES 

Policy C-58: Protect watercourses for their habitat value and scenic qualities. 

Action C-58a: Balance resource protection and improvement of 
watercourses with amenities such as pedestrian trails and lighting. 

7.0 ENERGY RESOURCES ELEMENT 

ENERGY RESOURCES GOALS 

Goal E3: Protect public health, safety, and the environment.  

Goal E-4: Encourage diversification of Taft’s energy economy. 

Goal E-5: Be a leader in development of alternative energies. 

Goal E-6: Minimize the City’s economic susceptibility to fluctuations in 
petroleum production levels. 
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ENERGY RESOURCES POLICIES: LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY PRODUCTION 

Policy E-3: Actively encourage energy research and demonstration projects which would be 
positive for the area and not conflict with adopted plans and programs. 

Action E-3a: Make available research documents related to energy 
development. 

Action E-3b: Coordinate with energy providers to construct energy-related 
demonstration projects. 

Action E-3c: Continue to monitor the development of state and federal 
energy regulations, grants, projects, and programs to assure the promotion of 
responsible energy development.  

Action E-3d: Provide for expedited permitting and zoning approval for 
alternative energy demonstration projects. 

ENERGY RESOURCES POLICIES: WASTE MANAGEMENT 

Policy E-14: Encourage safe recycling, transportation, and disposal of wastes associated with 
petroleum production and processing. 

Policy E-16: Encourage recycling and new treatment methods for hazardous and 
nonhazardous oil field wastes.  

ENERGY RESOURCES POLICIES: ALTERNATIVE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

Policy E-18: Require the siting of alternative energy facilities for the production of wind, solar, 
cogeneration, geothermal resources, and other alternative energies in accordance 
with provisions of the Taft Municipal Codes.   

Action E-18a: Amend the Taft Municipal Codes to include alternative 
energy facilities in the appropriate zone districts.   

Policy E-19: Encourage the development of sustainable energy sources and alternative energy 
projects.   

Policy E-20: Encourage domestic and commercial solar energy uses.  

Action E-20a: Identify and remove disincentives to domestic and 
commercial solar energy development.  

Action E-20b: Develop, and update as necessary, provisions in the Taft 
Municipal Code to provide adequate development standards for commercial solar 
energy development. 
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Action E-20c: Coordinate with affected state and federal agencies and 
interest groups to establish consistent policies for solar energy development. 

Policy E-21: Encourage wind energy development where visual and environmental impacts 
can be mitigated and adequate site analysis is completed.   

Policy E-22: Promote a continuing dialogue with wind energy industry representatives to 
monitor trends in wind energy development and technology.   

Action E-22a: Coordinate with the wind energy industry to maximize 
electrical potential. 

Action E-22b: Monitor the activities of local, state, and federal agencies 
relating to cogeneration projects, and present comment and testimony as 
necessary when the City’s interests are affected.  

Policy E-23: Encourage the use of clean technologies in oil and natural gas production.   

Policy E-24: Encourage the use of landfill gas recovery and methane recovery projects. 

Policy E-25: Encourage the utilization of anaerobic digesters for the conversion of waste to 
gas.  

Policy E-26: Promote the continued development of cogeneration facilities, including facilities 
in primary oil resource and industrial areas.   

Action E-26a: Monitor the activities of other local, state, and federal 
agencies relating to wind energy projects, and present comment and testimony as 
necessary when the City’s interests are affected.  

Policy E-27: Encourage direct use of low-temperature geothermal resources for heating, 
cooling, and other direct use applications for homes and businesses.  

Action E-27a: Seek state and federal grants and programs which encourage 
the development of geothermal resources.  

Policy E-28: Support efforts for geothermal exploration in the area to determine whether 
high-temperature resources exist.  

Action E-28a: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for the exploration of 
geothermal resources.   

Action E-28b: When high-temperature geothermal resources are discovered, 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for geothermal facilities. 
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ENERGY RESOURCES POLICIES: ENERGY TRANSPORT 

Policy E-29: Support the construction of additional transmission capacity for alternative 
energy developments.  

Policy E-32: Encourage the construction of an interstate natural gas pipeline(s) to provide 
supplies of natural gas for cogeneration and thermally enhanced oil recovery.  

ENERGY RESOURCES POLICIES: WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT  

Policy E-33: Promote and encourage programs for retaining and educating workers 
unemployed as a result of the cyclical nature of the oil industry.  

Policy E-34: Work with job training entities to support the energy industry and to diversify the 
workforce. 

Policy E-35: Encourage the continuing advancement of energy technology to respond to the 
demands it creates on the workforce. 

Policy E-36: Encourage the energy resource industry to invest in and research the practical 
advancement of technology and to provide periodic updates or training sessions 
for industry workers. 

Action E-36a: Promote a continuing dialogue with petroleum industry 
representatives to monitor trends in technology and anticipate needed changes to 
development standards. 

8.0 NOISE ELEMENT 

NOISE GOALS 

Goal N-3: Protect the City’s economic base by preventing the encroachment of 
noise-sensitive land uses near known noise-producing sources.   

NOISE POLICIES: GENERAL 

Policy N-1: Require new development to conform with noise levels contained in Table 8.0-1 
(Land Use Compatibility for New Development Near Transportation and Non-
Transportation Noise Sources). Locate, construct, and/or screen all indoor and 
outdoor areas from noise sources to achieve compliance with the City’s noise 
standards. 

Action N-1a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to reflect the noise 
thresholds identified in Table 8.0-1 (Land Use Compatibility for new 
Development Near Transportation and Non-Transportation Noise Sources). 
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Action N-1b: Require an acoustical analysis as part of the environmental 
review process when proposed development is likely to produce noise levels that 
exceed the City’s noise standards.   

Action N-1c: Identify potential noise impacts during the acoustical analysis 
to be mitigated in the project design to the maximum extent. 

Policy N-3: Use noise barriers as a secondary means of noise mitigation. Require noise 
barriers, if required, to be visually attractive, complement the surroundings, and 
include a provision for continuing maintenance.    

9.0 SAFETY ELEMENT 

SAFETY POLICIES: FLOODING AND DRAINAGE 

Policy S-3: Limit development on land subject to flooding during a 100-year event, based on 
the most recent floodplain mapping prepared by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) or updated mapping acceptable to the City. Allow 
potential development in areas subject to flooding to be clustered onto portions 
of a site which are not subject to flooding, consistent with other policies of this 
General Plan.   

Action S-3a: Prepare and operate a flood management program with the 
support of Kern County. 

Policy S-4: Require a buildable area outside the 100-year floodplain on every residential lot 
sufficient to accommodate a residence and accessory structures. Require fill 
placed to create a buildable area occur only if approved by the City and in 
accordance with all other applicable policies and regulations.   

Policy S-6: Prohibit the creation of parcels where the presence of easements, floodplain, 
marsh or riparian habitat, or other features would leave insufficient land to build, 
maintain, and use structures except for open space lots specifically created for 
dedication to the City or another appropriate party for habitat protection, flood 
control, drainage, or wetland maintenance.   

Policy S-7: Require all new urban development projects to incorporate runoff control 
measures, such as Low Impact Development (LID) techniques, to minimize peak 
flows of runoff.  

 Action S-7a: Assist in financing or otherwise implementing drainage 
improvements as needed and appropriate, including the recommendations of the 
City of Taft Sandy Creek Hydrology Study (2005).  

Action S-7b: As part of the review of development projects, assure that 
runoff control measures and potential access constraints are planned and 
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provided for.  Where appropriate, require a site-specific geotechnical study to 
evaluate the site’s soils and potential for shallow and/or deep subsidence. 

Action S-7c: Coordinate with the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
and other appropriate agencies on best management practices available for 
incorporation into development projects. 

Action S-7d: Develop and adopt a Grading and Erosion Control 
Ordinance with minimum standards of review and implementation and 
enforcement procedures for controlling erosion, sedimentation, and other 
pollutant runoff from new development projects. 

SAFETY POLICIES: ACCIDENTAL RELEASE OF TOXIC OR HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 

Policy S-8: Work to identify and eliminate hazardous waste releases from both private 
companies and public agencies. 

Action S-8a: Continue to coordinate with the Kern County Health 
Department.  

Action S-8b: Work with appropriate agencies to map and document known 
contaminated and remediated sites. 

Policy S-10: Require industrial facilities to be constructed in accordance with up-to-date safety 
and environmental protection standards. 

Action S-10a: Support continued enforcement of permitting requirements 
for radioactive materials and enforce public safety standards for the use of these 
materials, including the placarding of transport vehicles. 

10.0 PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES ELEMENT 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES GOALS 

Goal PF-1: High-quality water and wastewater systems in the City. 

Goal PF-2: Quality school system at all levels. 

Goal PF-3: Expand health care facilities in the community. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: GENERAL 

Policy PF-1: Attain a minimum LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certification of Silver or equivalent for all new public facilities. 
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Policy PF-2: Require developers to pay their fair share of the costs associated with 
development and redevelopment except as authorized by the City pursuant to 
Economic Development goals and strategies. 

Policy PF-3: Except when prohibited by state law, require that infrastructure systems be 
available on time to maintain desired service levels and avoid capacity shortages, 
traffic congestion, or other negative effects on safety and quality of life.   

Action PF-3a:  Require financial guarantees to assure infrastructure 
development to the City’s satisfaction.   

Action PF-3b: Adopt master plans for the development of public facilities, 
including phasing of improvements in a logical manner that encourages the 
orderly development of roadways, water and sewer facilities, and other public 
facilities. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: INFRASTRUCTURE 

Policy PF-6: Phase public facilities in a logical manner to avoid “leapfrog” development and 
encourage the orderly development of roadways, water and sewer, and other 
public facilities. Do not provide public financing or assistance for projects that 
do not comply with the planned phasing of public facilities, as determined in the 
infrastructure master plans. Interim facilities may be used only if approved by the 
City Council.   

Policy PF-7: Require new development to pay its fair share portion of its impacts on public 
facilities and infrastructure. 

Action PF-7a: Establish development impact fees that fairly represent the 
cost of obtaining public facility improvements that serve new development and 
that provide a bridge for public, tax-supported services to be provided until tax 
revenues are received. Review the fees periodically. 

Action PF-7b: Require the installation of improvements necessary to serve 
the demand created by development projects and to be consistent with 
infrastructure master plans, rather than collect impact fees. The cost of oversizing 
improvements may be eligible for reimbursement over time, as allowed by the 
City. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: WATER SERVICE 

Policy PF-10: Require water supply and delivery systems to be available in time to meet the 
demand created by new development. 

Action PF-10a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for 
all development projects, excluding subdivisions: 
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• That an assured water supply and delivery system be available at the time of 
project approval. The water agency providing service to the project may 
provide several alternative methods of supply and/or delivery, provided that 
each is capable individually of providing water to the project. 

• That all required water infrastructure for the project be assured through the 
use of financial guarantees to the City’s satisfaction prior to the issuance of 
any building permit.  

• That all required water infrastructure for a property be in place prior to the 
issuance for a Certificate of Occupancy for any structure or building on a site.  

• That water infrastructure may be phased to coincide with the phased 
development of large-scale projects. 

Action PF-10b: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for 
all subdivisions to the extent allowed by state law: 

• That proposed water supply and delivery systems be identified at the time of 
tentative map approval to the satisfaction of the City. The water agency 
providing service to the project may provide several alternative methods of 
supply and/or delivery, provided that each is capable individually of 
providing water to the project. 

• That the agency providing water service to the subdivision demonstrate prior 
to the approval of the Final Map by the City that sufficient capacity would be 
available to accommodate the subdivision plus existing development, other 
approved projects in the same service area, and other projects that have 
received commitments for water service. 

• That off-site and on-site water infrastructure sufficient to provide adequate 
water to the subdivision be in place prior to the approval of the Final Map, or 
their financing be assured to the satisfaction of the City, consistent with the 
requirements of the Subdivision Map Act. 

Policy PF-11: Protect the quality and quantity of groundwater resources, including those that 
serve households and businesses which rely on private wells. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: SEWER SERVICE 

Policy PF-13: Encourage the use of new and alternative technologies, such as high tech “pocket 
plants” strategically placed throughout the community, to efficiently provide 
sewage/wastewater treatment when it is not economically feasible to connect to 
the sanitary sewer system. 
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Action PF-13a: Identify additional funding sources to obtain the most 
favorable method of providing sewage/wastewater service. 

Policy PF-14: Pursue alternative methods of wastewater disposal including treatment of 
wastewater for use in landscaping and irrigation. 

Policy PF-15: Require that sewage conveyance and treatment capacity be available in time to 
meet the demand created by new development or be assured through the use of 
financial guarantees to the City’s satisfaction.   

Action PF-15a: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for 
all development projects, excluding subdivisions: 

• That sewer/wastewater treatment capacity be available at the time of project 
approval. 

• That all required sewer/wastewater infrastructure for the project be assured 
through the use of financial guarantees to the City’s satisfaction prior to the 
issuance of any building permit.  

• That all required sewer/wastewater infrastructure for a property be in place 
prior to the issuance for a Certificate of Occupancy for any structure or 
building on a site.  

• That sewer/wastewater infrastructure may be phased to coincide with the 
phased development of large-scale projects. 

Action PF-15b: Amend the Taft Municipal Code to require the following for 
all subdivisions to the extent allowed by state law: 

• That sewage/wastewater treatment capacity be available at the time of 
tentative map approval. 

• That sufficient capacity be available to accommodate the subdivision plus 
existing development, other approved projects using the same conveyance 
lines, and projects which have received sewage treatment capacity 
commitment. 

• That on-site and off-site sewage conveyance systems required to serve the 
subdivision be in place prior to the approval of the Final Map or their 
financing be assured to the satisfaction of the City, consistent with the 
requirements of the Subdivision Map Act. 

• That sewage conveyance systems within the subdivision be in place and 
connected to the sewage disposal system prior to the issuance of any 
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Certificates of Occupancy. Model homes may be exempted from this policy 
as determined appropriate by the City. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: SCHOOLS 

Policy PF-18: Encourage school districts to locate and site facilities in a manner integrated with 
the rest of the community.   

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES POLICIES: MULTIPLE USE FACILITIES 

Policy PF-22: Encourage multiple use public facilities that are centrally located to serve the 
maximum number of the citizens and businesses of Taft. 

Policy PF-23: Give favorable consideration to development proposals that involve the adaptive 
reuse of buildings that provide a positive aesthetic statement in appearance and 
architectural style, and provide additional community amenities, such as 
multipurpose rooms, gymnasium, theater, corporation yard, swimming pool, and 
playing fields. 

11.0 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

Goal ED-3: A business community which includes a diversity of industrial and 
office uses, locally and regionally oriented retail and services, and a 
diversity of residential types. 

Goal ED-4: A balance between the numbers and types of workers residing in Taft 
and opportunities for employment in the City. 

Goal ED-5: A positive environment for business retention and expansion. 

Goal ED-6: Creation of Taft as a desirable place to establish a business. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICIES: DIVERSE AND BALANCED MIX OF USES 

Policy ED-2: Encourage a mix of large and small industries and businesses so as to support a 
strong and diverse economic base. Target and attract industries and businesses 
which contribute to diversification and stabilization of the local economy. 

Action ED-2a: Develop and regularly update an economic development 
strategy which, in part, identifies the existing economic base, identifies certain 
business sectors for special expansion and recruitment efforts, and maintains the 
desired jobs-to-housing balance. 
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Policy ED-3: Encourage a balance of office and professional uses which support a strong, 
diverse economic base and are compatible with the needs of the community. 

Policy ED-4: Encourage developers of larger commercial, office, and industrial projects to 
provide on-site or locate near ancillary uses that would allow employees and 
residents to make non-work-related trips (e.g., banking, lunch, dry cleaning, 
recreation, day care) without having to use their automobiles. 

Action ED-4a: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for ancillary uses in all 
commercial, office, and industrial zone districts. 

Policy ED-5: Encourage the full and efficient utilization of vacant and underutilized parcels in 
appropriately designated areas to support the development and expansion of 
targeted industrial and commercial facilities. 

Action ED-5a: Prepare and maintain an inventory of vacant and 
underutilized land and buildings designated for commercial and industrial uses 
and identify opportunities for pre-development studies which could be done by 
the City or the private sector to facilitate development of key sites. 

Policy ED-7: Encourage retention, expansion, and attraction of small and medium-size firms 
with good growth potential. 

Action ED-7a: Identify and pursue special programs, including financing 
incentives, for targeted businesses. 

Action ED-7b: Identify and mitigate obstacles to the formation and 
expansion of local businesses. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICIES: JOBS AND HOUSING BALANCE 

Policy ED-8: Create a balance between jobs and housing within the City's Planning Area. 

Action ED-8a: Develop a strategy to improve the jobs and housing ratio to 
1.5.   

Policy ED-9: Encourage office and professional home occupations. 

Policy ED-11: Recruit and retain a diversity of businesses and industries which meet the skill 
levels of the community's broad labor pool. 

Action ED-11a: Work with the various job training and educational agencies 
to develop and match the skill levels of the labor pool to the needs of the 
economy as a whole. 

Policy ED-13: Increase the number of jobs that go to Taft residents by coordinating economic 
development efforts with employment placement. 
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Policy ED-14: Coordinate efforts with local, state, federal, and private agencies/organizations to 
remove impediments to gainful employment, such as lack of transportation, child 
care, job training, vocational education, and other factors. 

Policy ED-16: Encourage economic development activities which provide, either through initial 
stages or through expansion, the opportunity for employment of local residents 
and/or increased municipal revenues. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICIES: BUSINESS RETENTION AND EXPANSION 

Policy ED-17: Work to remove real and perceived barriers to redevelopment of existing 
commercial and industrial areas, particularly those on constrained or infill sites. 

Action ED-17a: Periodically review the General Plan to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply of land designated for economic development, with flexibility in 
the commercial and industrial land use designations to allow a wide range of 
targeted businesses without need for amendments to the General Plan. 

Action ED-17b: Streamline City administrative and regulatory processes 
wherever possible. Reduce inefficiencies, overlap, and time delays associated with 
these processes. 

Action ED-17c: Simplify the development review process for small-scale 
changes to previously approved site plans and buildings.  

Policy ED-18: Support development projects which broaden and enhance the City's local 
economy. 

Action ED-18a: Actively promote development which will generate new jobs 
and tax revenues to the City. 

Policy ED-19: Support development projects that provide businesses that complement and 
support Taft’s basic businesses. 

Policy ED-20: Encourage the construction of facilities that can be adapted to the needs of 
subsequent users. 

Action ED-20a: Require developers to consider the potential long-term land 
use and economic impacts that major new projects could have on the City and 
nearby areas by overbuilding or exceeding the market capacity for the types of 
uses proposed.  

Policy ED-21: Provide for and encourage the maintenance and long-term revitalization of 
existing commercial areas, such as Westside Shopping Center and Taft Plaza. 
Where appropriate, use incentives to encourage and assist the private sector to 
maintain and revitalize these areas. 
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Action ED-21a: Expand redevelopment district boundaries to include 
properties from 2nd Street to North 10th Street along Main, Center, and North 
streets. 

Action ED-21b: Following annexation of Ford City, Taft Heights, and South 
Taft, expand the redevelopment district boundaries to include the newly annexed 
territories. 

Action ED-21c: Utilize the programs and powers available under 
redevelopment law to revitalize existing commercial areas. 

Action ED-21d: Utilize all economic development tools available to benefit 
the well-being of the City. 

Policy ED-22: Leverage redevelopment funds and private funds by targeting federal, state, and 
local resources for the existing commercial areas. 

Action ED-22a: Evaluate the feasibility of creating enterprise zones, incubator 
projects, or other appropriate programs. 

Policy ED-23: Retain existing businesses, particularly those that contribute to meeting Taft’s 
strategic economic goals, and facilitate their expansion.  

Action ED-23a: Create and implement an ongoing retention program. 

Policy ED-25: Encourage the preservation and expansion of the local agricultural economy.  

Action ED-25a: Work cooperatively with farmers, property owners, 
universities, colleges, and agricultural organizations and agencies to enhance the 
viability of agricultural activities and uses. 

Action ED-25b: Help to sponsor a downtown farmers market and other 
related activities that promote local farming and agriculture. 

Policy ED-26: Coordinate open space preservation and conservation programs with economic 
development programs to enhance agriculture. 

Policy ED-27: Actively seek to attract industry that complements and supports the local 
agricultural economy. 

Policy ED-28: Continue to support the role of energy production as a significant contributor to 
the economic base of the community. Encourage development which facilitates 
oil and energy production and supporting industries yet enables many diverse 
employment possibilities of other industry clusters. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICIES: BUSINESS ATTRACTION 

Policy ED-30: Support new business development which does not overburden infrastructure 
capacities. Provide adequate infrastructure capacity to support new business 
development, while not negatively impacting operations of the existing business 
base. 

Policy ED-31: Create an economic climate conducive to attracting new development and 
businesses which yield net social and economic benefits to the community.   

Policy ED-34: Attract and retain commercial uses to support a strong, diverse economic base 
and balance these uses with the ultimate growth of the community. 

Action ED-34a: Periodically review the General Plan to ensure that there is an 
adequate supply of land designated for economic development, with flexibility in 
the commercial and industrial land use designations to allow a wide range of 
targeted businesses without need for amendments to the General Plan. 

Policy ED-35: Accommodate ongoing and long-term changes in business operations and market 
trends, while protecting the integrity of both the overall area and the project. 

Action ED-35a: Review and update the Zoning Ordinance as necessary to 
respond to changes in business operations and market trends. 

Policy ED-36: Coordinate economic development planning with land use planning.   




